
All of us are familiar with registering our vessels
with the State Department of Motor Vehicles. Like a
car, DMV wants to know her horse-power, fuel type
(gas or diesel) and the Hull Identification Number,
or HIN#. This is the on-the-water equivalent of a
car’s VIN#. You are required to display, on each
side of the bow, the state registration numbers, fol-
lowed by the expiration sticker itself. But, is your
boat eligible for documenting with the USCG, and,
if so, should you? This is what this column is about.
Whither the HIN?

The HIN is the unique 12-digit identification
number of the vessel. It is emblazoned on the star-
board side of the transom, and it is, as you would
expect, illegal to alter it, paint over it, obscure it or
in any way make it seem like you’re trying to make
it look like a different HIN#! This number indicates
the boat manufacturer, its serial number, and the
month and year of production.

This one item is of critical importance during
any vessel safety check or exam. If the HIN# on
your state registration doesn’t conform to the ves-

sel’s physical HIN#, you would be required to
resolve that immediately.
So Why “Document” the Vessel?

First, for the USCG to permit documenting the
vessel, it must adhere to a certain formula for its
“admeasure” – not what it weighs, but really what
it can carry in cargo. Its “admeasure” must be at
least equal to five net tons by the USCG formula. As
a rule of thumb, boats less than 25’ in length are
unlikely to measure up. But, there is a simplified
formula that the USCG provides (Form CG-5937,
Application for Simplified Measurement) that you
can access online (or email me below and I will send
you the e.form) that can determine if the boat qual-
ifies. She must be less than 79’ to fit into the simpli-
fied window, but I expect that this isn’t a problem
for most of us!

Documentation numbers need to be permanent-
ly attached to a structural portion of the hull, and
the vessels' name and home port need to be listed
on the hull--usually the transom. Recreational ves-
sels must have the name and hailing port listed in
four inch letters. Commercial vessels must do the
same, but they must also have the name on both
sides of the bow. 

So, if the boat is already registered with the state,
why do skippers have their vessel federally docu-
mented – or registered with the US Coast Guard?
Documentation has several advantages, but its pri-
mary uses are to provide a "paper trail" that estab-
lishes ownership of a vessel, and documentation is
often necessary to travel overseas. Remember that
HIN# discrepancy I postulated above? What if
someone sold you a stolen boat…? Think about it…
Tons, Tonnes, and Tuns

Tons come in many shapes and sizes – short
tons, long tons, metric tonnes, gross tons, net tons,

displacement tons, deadweight tons, register tons,
US and international regulatory tons – and tuns. A
tun, going back in history, was a wooden cask full
of wine. To be precise, it had to hold four
“hogsheads” of wine – which is 252 gallons. Vessels
were measured and taxed by how many tuns of
wine that they could transport. Guess that a tun of
wine weighs..? About 2,200 pounds – and this is
where it starts to get interesting or complicated,
depending on how your brain works!

The “ton” we all learned about in school is 2,000
pounds. In maritime parlance, this is a “short ton”,
with a “long ton” being, yup, about 2,200 pounds. It
is 2,240 pounds to be precise, or just about what a
tun of wine weighs. Of course, most of the world is
on the metric system, so a metric ton – or a tonne -
is 2,205 pounds but, as best as I can determine, this
is coincidentally about what a tun of wine weighs.
The reason that they are so close is because the met-
ric ton, or tonne for short, is the weight of 1,000
liters of fresh water – and wine is mostly fresh
water! Displacement tons and deadweight tons can
come in all three flavors – short, long and metric.
Suffice it to say that it is complicated.

One last tidbit… Above, I referenced that tuns
were used to measure and tax vessels “back in the
day” of sailing ships and bootleggers. The agency
that Alexander Hamilton created to police these
policies on US waters was the Revenue Cutter
Service. This service became, over the centuries,
what we now know as the United States Coast
Guard.

BTW, if you are interested in being part of USCG
Forces, email me at JoinUSCGAux@aol.com or go
direct to the D1SR Human Resources Department,
who are in charge of new members matters, at DSO-
HR and we will help you “get in this thing…”
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Is Your Boat “Documented” – and Should She Be?

Tides for Moriches Inlet starting with August 8, 2012
Day High/ Tide Height Sunrise/ Moon Time % Moon

Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Wed. 8      Low   5:31 AM     0.4   5:55 AM     Set 12:40 PM      68
8     High  12:16 PM     3.0   7:58 PM    Rise 11:07 PM
8      Low   6:20 PM     0.7

Thur. 9     High  12:36 AM     2.7   5:56 AM     Set  1:38 PM      58
9      Low   6:17 AM     0.5   7:57 PM    Rise 11:43 PM
9     High   1:01 PM     2.9
9      Low   7:22 PM     0.8

Fri.   10     High   1:26 AM     2.5   5:57 AM     Set  2:33 PM      49
10      Low   7:12 AM     0.7   7:55 PM
10     High   1:48 PM     2.9
10      Low   8:25 PM     0.8

Sat.  11     High   2:18 AM     2.5   5:58 AM    Rise 12:24 AM      39
11      Low   8:14 AM     0.7   7:54 PM     Set  3:26 PM
11     High   2:39 PM     2.9
11      Low   9:22 PM     0.7

Sun.  12     High   3:14 AM     2.4   5:59 AM    Rise  1:09 AM      30
12      Low   9:12 AM     0.7   7:53 PM     Set  4:16 PM
12     High   3:34 PM     2.9
12      Low  10:13 PM     0.6

Mon   13     High   4:12 AM     2.5   6:00 AM    Rise  2:00 AM      22
13      Low  10:05 AM     0.5   7:51 PM    Set  5:01 PM
13     High   4:29 PM     3.0
13      Low  11:00 PM     0.4

Tues.  14     High   5:07 AM     2.7   6:01 AM    Rise  2:55 AM      14
14      Low  10:54 AM     0.4   7:50 PM     Set  5:43 PM
14     High   5:20 PM     3.2
14      Low  11:44 PM     0.3

Wed.   15     High   5:55 AM     2.8   6:02 AM    Rise  3:55 AM      8
15      Low  11:42 AM     0.3   7:49 PM     Set  6:20 PM
15     High   6:05 PM     3.3

Thur  16      Low  12:28 AM     0.2   6:03 AM    Rise  4:58 AM      3
16     High   6:38 AM     3.0   7:47 PM     Set  6:55 PM
16      Low  12:29 PM     0.2
16     High   6:46 PM     3.

Fri. 17      Low   1:10 AM     0.0   6:04 AM    Rise  6:04 AM      0
17     High   7:18 AM     3.2   7:46 PM     Set  7:27 PM
17      Low   1:15 PM     0.1
17     High   7:25 PM     3.5

Sat.  18      Low   1:51 AM    -0.1   6:05 AM    Rise  7:10 AM      0
18     High   7:58 AM     3.3   7:44 PM     Set  7:58 PM
18      Low   2:01 PM     0.0
18     High   8:05 PM     3.5

If you haven’t heard already, let it be
known that the fluke fishing has become
silly inside Moriches Bay for the past week.
In fact, anglers testing their skills among the
rental skiffs from Silly Lily Fishing Station,
the open boat the Rosie or from their own
vessels are finding fluke galore anywhere
from buoy 14 to the west, through buoy 29
to the east. The last of the incoming to the
start of the outgoing tide has been best with spearing, squid and killies on a buck-
tail jig doing the trick. And to make matters even more enticing, the keeper ratio
has been the best anyone has seen in recent memory. According to Gary over at
Silly Lily Fishing Station in East Moriches, most keepers average between 3 and
5-pounds with a 7-pound beauty taken just off the Coast Guard Station by Jack
and Delaney along with their dad this week. Aboard the Rosie, some trips are
seeing patrons limiting out in no time, and the boat has been coming back to the
dock early. On days when the weather permits, the Rosie has been filling out the
coolers with plenty of tasty sea bass not far from the dock.

Further east inside Shinnecock Bay, the action has also been good at the top of
the tide, but you’ll have to cull through many shorts to attempt putting together
a limit. Outside of Shinnecock, the ocean fluke action has been a bit sporadic,
however sea bass, porgies and triggerfish have been providing steady action at
the reef and at all the wrecks and rock piles. Stripers are also providing good
action to those doling out live bait such as bunker, mullet and spot during the day
and live eels during the evening hours. Try fishing through the outgoing tide
since that is when the bass action is best.

Along the north shore, it continues to be porgy city anywhere from Cranes
Neck to Rocky Point. The shallow water between 25 and 30 feet of water contin-
ues to produce plenty of action with medium to large porgies. The key is to fish
strewn rocky bottom and dole out plenty of frozen logs of clam chum with clams,
squid and sandworms on the hook. Despite the time of the year, the striper and
blue fishing has been excellent near buoy 11 and the Middle Grounds with dia-
mond jigs and chunks working best. Whatever your forte, now is the time to fill
those coolers as the action can fizzle at anytime.

n by TONY SALERNO

MORICHES BAY FISHING AT IT’S FINEST
FISHING WITH TONY
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John Salerno (left) and Matt Ranardo
(right) with a limit of Moriches Bay fluke



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


