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One of the two great mysteries of boating is docking while under the
baleful gaze of (pick all that apply: your slip mates, restaurant patrons
looking down at you, the dock master).  The other is “what side of this
buoy do I go on?” (see the column on that!)  This is about mastering the
first.

Spring lines are a little understood and little appreciated aid in proper
docking.  It is also little understood that there are two forms of spring lines
that have opposite functions.  One form is the line or lines tied from your
boat to the dock that keep it from moving fore or aft while docked.  The
second form is the line (only one) that is tied from your boat to the dock
that allows you to spring into or out of a slip.  We’ll discuss both.

The Springing Spring Line
If you’ve ever been confronted with a wind that is blowing you against

a dock that you are trying to get away from, you know how difficult (and
expensive) that can be.  As you power ahead, your stern is being pushed
against the dock by the wind.  Bump, bump, scratch, scratch, scrape,
scrape.  Painful, lubberly and potentially expensive.  But try this.  While at
the dock, release all your lines except the bow line.  Uncleat it but leave
one round turn under the horn so that you have both some purchase plus
a way to pull the line free towards you while aboard the boat when you
are ready.  While keeping that purchase, power ahead slightly.  When the
boat gets to the end of the still-secure bow line, your stern will spring out-
wards as the bow is pulled closer to the dock by the momentum of the
boat itself.  Now, put your engine in reverse, pull the bow spring line back
to you as you now easily back away from the dock!  This process can be re-
versed if you can’t power ahead (say there is another boat tied up just
ahead of you) by using a spring line off your stern, backing down on it,
having your bow spring out and away you go!

What if you have to dock in a tight place and the wind is pushing you
off the dock now?  The concept is the same.  First, cleat a line to the stern
cleat closest the dock and throw the bitter end to the dock head.  Ask him
to cleat it to his dock cleat.  Now turn your wheel towards the dock and

power ahead slowly.  Lo and behold, your boat will move sideways to the
dock.  This can also be reversed if there is no room ahead.  Just tie it to
your bow cleat, throw the line to the dock hand for his securing it at his
end, and turn the wheel once again towards the dock and then power
astern.  In both cases, if the wind is too strong at dead-slow on the throttle,
you can apply more thrust – as long as those cleat knots are well made.
You don’t want to spring free!

The Docking Spring Line
When using a spring line at the dock to secure your boat so that it does-

n’t move forward or aft while tied to that dock, the only thing to remem-
ber is that the lines are named for the direction that they go in when they
leave your boat.  An aft spring line goes aft and a forward spring line goes
forward.  So, if the skipper says “hand over the ‘bow aft’ spring line to the
deck hand!” he means – go to the bow, put a line on the cleat and hand it
to the deck hand who will walk aft and probably cleat it to the dock just
past the mid-point of the boat.  The skipper will likely then say, “OK, hand
him over the ‘stern forward’ spring line.”  You will then tie a line to your
stern cleat, hand it to the dock hand who will walk it forward and cleat it
to the dock, also just past the mid-point of the boat.  You now have an “X”
formed by the two spring lines criss-crossing each other.  The aft spring
line keeps the boat from moving forward and the forward spring line
keeps the boat from moving aft.  In that they are crossed like that, you
don’t need to leave any slack in them for the tide changes because they
will act like scissors as the boat goes up and down with the tide!  BTW, the
dock hand could have tied them both to the same mid-cleat on the dock as
that does not put double pressure on one cleat.  When the wind is on the
bow, the stern forward spring line is the only one tensioning the cleat.
When the wind is astern, it is the bow aft spring line that is keeping the
boat from moving ahead.

Spring ahead – to better seamanship!

Spring Lines - Happiness At The Dock!
O by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Flotilla Commander, 18-06 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

Date Day Time/Ht Time/Ht Time/Ht Time/Ht

1-May Tue 05:43/0.03  11:37/0.51  23:55/0.60  

2-May Wed 06:24/0.02  12:14/0.50  

3-May Thu 00:28/0.60  07:03/0.01  12:50/0.49  

4-May Fri 01:00/0.59  07:41/0.02  13:26/0.47  

5-May Sat 01:33/0.58  08:19/0.03  14:03/0.46  

6-May Sun 02:08/0.57  08:56/0.04  14:45/0.44  

7-May Mon 02:50/0.55  09:36/0.06  15:34/0.44  

8-May Tue 03:40/0.54  10:22/0.07  16:28/0.44  

9-May Wed 04:37/0.54  11:19/0.07  17:24/0.46  

10-May Thu 05:36/0.53  12:24/0.06  18:22/0.49  

11-May Fri 00:47/0.12  06:37/0.53  19:22/0.52  

12-May Sat 01:59/0.08  07:41/0.54  20:22/0.57  

13-May Sun 03:00/0.04  08:46/0.55  21:20/0.62  

14-May Mon 03:57/-0.00  09:47/0.56  22:14/0.67  

15-May Tue 04:53/-0.04  10:43/0.57  23:05/0.70  

16-May Wed 05:48/-0.06  11:37/0.58  23:55/0.71  

17-May Thu 06:41/-0.08  12:29/0.57  

18-May Fri 00:45/0.71  07:33/-0.07  13:22/0.56  

19-May Sat 01:36/0.68  08:23/-0.05  14:18/0.54  

20-May Sun 02:30/0.64  09:13/-0.02  15:16/0.52  

21-May Mon 03:26/0.60  10:04/0.01  16:14/0.50  

22-May Tue 04:22/0.56  10:59/0.04  17:09/0.49  

23-May Wed 05:16/0.53  11:56/0.07  18:03/0.49  

24-May Thu 00:08/0.14  06:08/0.50  18:54/0.49  

25-May Fri 01:12/0.14  07:00/0.48  19:46/0.51  

26-May Sat 02:09/0.12  07:53/0.46  20:36/0.52  

27-May Sun 02:59/0.10  08:46/0.46  21:23/0.55  

28-May Mon 03:46/0.08  09:38/0.46  22:06/0.57  

29-May Tue 04:31/0.06  10:25/0.47  22:47/0.59  

30-May Wed 05:15/0.04  11:08/0.47  23:24/0.

Moriches Inlet Tide Table
May 1 - May 30 2007

40.7650ºN, 72.7533º W

ACROSS 
1 Went off
5 Expands
10 Guitar adjuncts, briefly
14 Garfield's buddy
15 Clear thinking
16 Part of a bow
17 Lahr or Lance
18 Heston movie
20 Opposite of WSW
21 Fabricated
22 Made insensitive
23 Old wagons
25 First murderer
26 Biases
28 Wedding ceremony
32 "48 Hrs." star
33 Groucho's brother
34 Debt letters
35 Signs on the dotted line
36 Stop for a camel
37 Stumble
38 Barely passing grade
39 Connecting rooms
40 Knowing
41 Off course
43 Wanderer
44 Solidifies

45 On edge
46 Flowering shrub
49 Fork prong
50 Skelton or Buttons
53Costner movie
55 Stack
56 Bypass
57 Eat away at
58 Pinnacle
59 Track circuits
60 Talk out of
61 Stinging insect

DOWN 
1 Ear part
2 Adam's garden
3 Norris movie
4 Hanoi holiday
5 Collects bit by bit
6 Highways and byways
7 Fairy-tale beast
8 Comic commentator
9 Dutch gin
10 Graduates
11 Land of Lot's descendants
12 Abrupt blow
13 Risked a ticket
19 Ecuador's capital

21 Small parasite
24 Pismires
25 Radioactivity unit
26 Maliciously derogatory
27 Solitary one
28 Yucky
29 Gibson movie
30 French river
31 Outstanding
33 Greets
36 Prohibited
37 "__ the night before..."
39 Look of contempt
40 First-rate
42 Lace tips
43 Produce a graphic image
45 Spanish diacritical mark
46 Truant GI
47 Hannibal's Waterloo?
48 Leaning precariously
49 Jogging pace
51 "Desire Under the  __"
52 Profound
54 Mineral in the raw
55 Manhandle

See Solution on Page 9
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