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“Sabby the Lingo?”  Maritime Language – VI
by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Captain, Division 18 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

March 25, 2009:  Friends and supporters
jam-packed the ballroom at West Lake Inn
on Main Street in Patchogue, Wednesday
evening to honor Timothy Mazzei; the
hardest working candidate for elected of-
fice in the history of Brookhaven Town. 

The svelte and urbane Mazzei visibly
lost weight, due to the fact he has been
working so diligently to reach out to the cit-
izens of Brookhaven with his message -
walking, knocking on doors and attending
the multitude of “Meet the Candidates
Nights” throughout the town. 

The attendance at Mazzei’s events have
grown to immense proportions which even
his opponents have admitted – as well as
his supporters – because of the fact that,
Tim is a man of integrity who is open-
minded  for businesses and all constituents.  

Since first becoming a councilman, his
door has always remained open and he has
promised his open door policy will con-
tinue for as many years as he remains a
public servant. Many in attendance at his fundraiser
were contributors who know his reputation as a suc-
cessful business man.

Tim’s hard work and diligence towards everything
he endeavors was formed growing up in Blue Point. His
parents of Italian heritage were second generation Amer-
icans, and like his immigrant grandparents, so proud to
be Americans. His father having been a prisoner of war
during WW II, instilled in Tim the same work ethic and
pride in America that he had and fought for.

Mazzei, a lifelong resident of Brookhaven Town said,
“He was born in Bluepoint, lives in Blue Point” and he
said he will die in Blue Point, and he said, “in fact, I have
a plot in the local cemetery.”

Well, hats off to amazing Mazzei – he’s one special
guy!

AMAZING MAZZEI

Islip Town Republican Chairman Frank
Tantone & SC Comptroller Joseph Sawiki

James Faith & Southampton Councilman
Christopher Nuzzi

Brookhaven Town Councilwoman 
Jane Bonner & John Sandusky

Brookhaven Town Republican
Chairman Jesse Garcia &

Kevin Brown

Brookhaven Town Councilwoman Kathy
Walsh & Theresa Sperduto

story and photos by Joan Travan

As noted prior, each discipline has a language
and that language conveys competency to the lis-
tener.  This column is part of a series of maritime vo-
cabulary words.  So you can sound like the salty ol’
mariner you are…  We’ll run enough of these to get
the major concepts and phraseology from Alpha to
Zulu in front of you!

B – Bravo
International Meaning: I am tak-

ing in, discharging, or carrying dan-
gerous cargo.

Flown to signify fueling or other
hazardous operation. Keep clear.

• Breakers - Waves breaking over rocks or shoals.
A wave that approaches shallow water, causing the
wave height to exceed the depth of the water it is in,
in effect tripping it. The wave changes from a
smooth surge in the water to a cresting wave with
water tumbling down the front of it. They serve as a
warning that there is danger there. 

• Breakwater - A manmade structure, in or
around a harbor, designed to break the force of the
sea, thus providing shelter. 

• Bream - An old method of cleaning a vessels
bottom by burning off weed, barnacles or other
growth while the vessel was in dry dock or careened.
Breaming was also known as graving. 

• Breast Line - A docking line going at approxi-
mately a right angle from the boat to the dock, pre-
venting movement away from the dock. Also
known as a Waist Line. 

• Brightwork - Varnished woodwork and/or
polished metal. 

• Bring About - To reverse or change directions,
to turn around. 

• Bristol Fashion - Kept in a neat seaman-like
manner. 

• Broach - To spin out of control and capsize or
nearly capsize; the turning of a boat broadside to the
wind or waves, subjecting it to possible capsizing; a
turning or swinging of the boat that puts the beam of
the boat against the waves, creating a danger of
swamping or capsizing; loss of steering. A knock-
down. 

• Bumper - There is no such thing on a boat! See
“Fender” in the weeks ahead! 

C - Charlie
International Meaning: "Yes" or

"affirmative". Change of Course
• Cabin - A room or living com-

partment for passengers or crew. 
• Cabin Sole - The floor or bottom surface of the

enclosed space under the deck of a boat. 
• Cable - (1) A strong rope or chain for pulling or

securing anything, usually a ship's anchor. (2) A nau-
tical measurement of distance, a tenth of a nautical
mile, 100 fathoms, or approximately 200 yards. 

• Camber - The curvature of an object such as a
sail, keel or deck. Usually used when referring to an
objects aerodynamic or hydrodynamic properties.
The weather decks of ships are rounded up or
arched in an athwartship direction for the purpose of
draining any water that may fall on them to the sides
of the ship where it can be led overboard through
scuppers; the camber is the crown or arch of a
weather deck. 

• Camel - Hollow vessel of iron, steel or wood,
that is filled with water and sunk under a vessel.
When water is pumped out, the buoyancy of the
camel lifts the ship. Very valuable aid to salvage op-
erations. 

• Can or Can Buoy - A cylindrical navigation
buoy painted green and having an odd number used
in the United States as a navigational aid. At night
they may have a green light. 

• Cant - (1) A term signifying an inclination of an
object from a perpendicular; to turn anything so that
it does not stand perpendicularly or square to an ob-
ject. (2) Those timbers in a ship near the bow or stern
which are sharply angled from the keel. (3) The op-
eration of turning a ship's head one way or another. 

• Careen - To list a vessel so that a large part of
her bottom is above water. This is done to remove
weed and marine growth, to examine the bottom, to
repair it and to put on preservative or anti-fouling. 

• Cast Adrift - To abandon a ship at sea; to place
people in a ship's boat or raft and leave them. 

• Cast Off - To let go of a line; to leave a dock or
a mooring; to untie or loose a rope or line. 

• Castaway - A shipwrecked sailor as compared
with one who has been marooned or deliberately put
ashore. 

More in the weeks ahead…!

BTW, if you are interested in being part of USCG
Forces, email me at JoinUSCGAux2008@aol.com or
go direct to Lisa Etter, who is in charge of new mem-
bers matters, at FSO-PS@emcg.us and we will help
you “get in this thing…”

Front row- Filomena (Tim's mother-in-law), Bernadette (Mrs. Mazzei),  Angelina (Tim's
daughter), Maria Grande, Standing- Ana Grande(Tim's sister-in-law), Tim Mazzei, Julia
Grande, Kathryn Meehan
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