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“Sabby the Lingo?”  Maritime Language – XXI
by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Captain, Division 18 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

As noted prior, each discipline has a language
and that language conveys competency to the lis-
tener. This column is part of a series of maritime
vocabulary words. So you can sound like the salty
ol’ mariner you are… We’ll run enough of these to
get the major concepts and phraseology from
Alpha to Zulu in front of you!

S - Sierra
International Meaning: Moving astern. 
Navy Meaning: Conducting flag hoist drill. 
Meaning in a Sailing Regatta: Shorten Course. 
• S.S. - Prefix before a ship's name to indicate

that she is a steamship. 
• Sagged - When from some cause a vessel's

form is so altered that the ends of the keel are much
above the level of its midship portion, it is said to be
"sagged." The opposite of hogged. 

• Sail Shape - The shape of a sail, with regard to
its efficiency. Controls such as the cunningham,
boom vang, outhaul, traveler, halyards, leech line,
sheets, and the bend of the mainmast all can affect
sail shape. Also sail trim. 

• Sailing By The Lee - Sailing on a run with the
wind coming over the stern from the same side as
the boom (danger of jibing). 

• St. Elmo's Fire - An electrical discharge caused
by certain atmospheric conditions, which takes
place around the rigging. Known by many other
names, it was regarded by many superstitious sea-
men as a favorable omen, foretelling the end of
stormy weather. And others believed they would
die within 24 hours if light from this phenomenon
fell upon their face. 

• Sallying - Rolling a vessel, that is slightly ice-
bound, so as to break the surface ice around her.
May sometimes be done when a vessel is lightly
aground, but not ice-bound. Can be accomplished
by having most of the crew run side-to-side. 

• Salvage - Recovery and reclamation of dam-

aged, discarded or abandoned material, ships, craft
and floating equipment for reuse, repair, re-fabrica-
tion or scrapping. Also the property which has
been recovered from a wrecked vessel, or the recov-
ery of the vessel herself. 

• Scandalize - A method of reducing sail in a
fore-and-aft rig by hauling up the tack and lower-
ing the peak of a sail. It was used by older sailing
trawlers to reduce speed through the water while
operating a trawl. Also the yards in a square-rigged
ship are said to be scandalized when they are not
set square to the masts after the ship has anchored.
Scandalizing the yards of a ship was a sign of
mourning for a death on board. 

• Scope - The ratio of the length of an anchor
line, from a vessel's bow to the anchor, to the depth
of the water. 

• Scud - To run before a gale with reduced sail
or bare poles. This could be dangerous, with the
possibility of being pooped. 

• Scull - Moving the rudder, or a single oar over
the stern, back and forth in an attempt to move the
boat forward. 

• Scuttle - (1) To deliberately sink a ship. (2) A
small hatch; a round window in the side or deck of
a boat that may be opened to admit light and air,
and closed tightly when required. 

• Scuttlebutt - Gossip, usually about other peo-
ple or events. The term scuttlebutt evolved from the
name of a keg containing water and alcohol that
sailors used to gather about before meals. 

• Sea Buoy - The last buoy as a boat heads to
sea. 

• Sea Captain - Master of a sea-going vessel.
Certificated officer competent and qualified to be
master of a sea-going vessel. 

• Sea Kindly - A boat that is comfortable in
rough weather. 

• Sea Room - A safe distance away from a
shore, jetty, another boat, or other hazards. 

• Seacock - A through hull valve, a shut off on a
plumbing or drain pipe between the vessel and the
sea. 

• Seamanship - All the arts and skills of boat
handling, ranging from maintenance and repairs to
piloting, sail handling, marlinespike work, rigging,
and all aspects of a boats operation. 

• Seize - (1) To bind a line with marline, cord,
twine, wire, or other "small stuff" to prevent acci-
dental opening or unraveling (2) To freeze up, as a
valve. 

• Seized - Bound together. 
• Seizing - The cord, twine or other small stuff

which is used to seize line. 
• Self-bailing Cockpit - A watertight cockpit

with scuppers, drains, or bailers that remove water. 
• Serve - To wind small line around a rope to

protect it. Rope is wormed, parcelled and served to
protect it from water which could rot it, or from
chafing. 

• Set - (1) To raise a sail. (2) A term applied to
sails in relation to their angle with the wind; e.g.,
the set of the jib. (3) The direction the current is
flowing (4) Movement of a ship, due to current or
tide, not necessarily in the direction in which the
ship is heading. (5) A ship sets sail when she
departs on a voyage, whether sails are used or not.
(6) An anchor is set when it has gripped the bottom
and holds without dragging. 

• Sewed - Said of a vessel when water level has
fallen from the level at which she would float, so
she would be aground and need to wait for the next
tide before re-floating. Also said of the water that
has receded and caused a vessel to go aground. 

More in the weeks ahead…!
BTW, if you are interested in being part of USCG

Forces, email me at JoinUSCGAux2008@aol.com or
go direct to Lisa Etter, who is in charge of new
members matters, at FSO-PS@emcg.us and we will
help you “get in this thing…”

In case you haven’t heard, the bass and bluefish season’s finale is under-
way. And if you have yet to cash in on the action, my advice is to do so
ASAP. You see, this time of year, time is of the essence. Although the fish
will continue to migrate heavily for at least the next couple of weeks, trying
to get to them may be a challenge when the weather decides to turn for the
worse, particularly on those windy days that roughen sea conditions.

In the meantime, the spread of the ocean run fish has stretched from the
New York Bight east to Montauk and beyond. The key is to find the birds,
gannets in particular. These diving maniacs are a sure fire indication that
there is plenty of bait in the area, which most certainly indicates that the
bass and blues cannot be far from their prey. Flocks of sea gulls wheeling
overhead of a patch of ocean is also a strong suggestion that things are
brewing just below the surface. Most often the fowl are waiting for an
assault down below of the insatiable gamesters as they savage through
scores of feeble baitfish where the birds will feast on the freebies of torn
flesh compliments of the bass and blues.

Diamond jigging in such areas sending a two or three ounce jig to the
bottom and a fast retrieve through the water column will be your best
option for the gamesters. Wire lining bunker spoons and umbrella rigs can
make for a good alternative as well; however, if the bluefish are thick, they
can wreak havoc on the trolling gear.

If the birds are not around, fret not as there are simply many more fish
than birds around. A quality depth recorder will go a long way when the
birds are elsewhere. Motoring around between 40 and 60 feet of water will
often paint out a pretty picture on the depth finder with plenty of spikes of
bait and fish. Once you start marking, it’s time to start jigging.

After a couple of lull weeks of black fishing on the north side of the
island, the togs are once again chewing hard. With soft tides and mild
weather predicted for the remainder of the month, expect to see some real
slob togs taken from the Middle Grounds and the deep water wrecks. Green
crabs will continue to be the top producing bait.

n by TONY SALERNO

BASS AND BLUES ARE ON
THE MOVE

FISHING WITH TONY Day High/ Tide Height Sunrise/ Moon Time % Moon
Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Wed.   25     High  12:35 AM     2.4   6:50 AM    Rise 12:33 PM      50
25      Low   6:36 AM     0.8   4:26 PM
25     High  12:43 PM     2.5
25      Low   7:05 PM     0.4

Thur.  26     High   1:22 AM     2.5   6:51 AM     Set 12:40 AM      59
26      Low   7:41 AM     0.7   4:26 PM    Rise 12:56 PM
26     High   1:33 PM     2.5
26      Low  7:54 PM     0.4

Fri.   27     High   2:11 AM     2.7   6:52 AM     Set  1:42 AM      68
27      Low   8:36 AM     0.5   4:26 PM    Rise  1:19 PM
27     High   2:27 PM     2.5
27      Low   8:40 PM     0.2

Sat.  28     High   3:00 AM     2.9   6:53 AM     Set  2:46 AM      77
28      Low   9:27 AM     0.3   4:25 PM    Rise  1:45 PM
28     High   3:22 PM     2.5
28      Low   9:25 PM     0.1

Sun.  29     High   3:49 AM     3.1   6:54 AM     Set  3:54 AM      85
29      Low  10:16 AM     0.1   4:25 PM    Rise  2:15 PM
29     High   4:15 PM     2.7
29      Low  10:10 PM     0.0

Mon.   30     High   4:36 AM     3.3   6:55 AM     Set  5:05 AM      92
30      Low  11:05 AM    -0.1   4:24 PM    Rise  2:52 PM
30     High   5:06 PM     2.7
30      Low  10:57 PM    -0.1

Tus.   1     High   5:22 AM     3.5   6:56 AM     Set  6:17 AM      97
1      Low  11:55 AM    -0.2   4:24 PM    Rise  3:39 PM
1     High   5:54 PM     2.9
1      Low  11:47 PM    -0.2

Wed.    2     High   6:08 AM     3.6   6:57 AM     Set  7:27 AM      99
2      Low  12:45 PM    -0.3   4:24 PM    Rise  4:36 PM
2     High   6:42 PM     2.9

Thu.   3      Low  12:37 AM    -0.2   6:58 AM     Set  8:30 AM      99
3     High   6:55 AM     3.7   4:24 PM    Rise  5:43 PM
3      Low   1:34 PM    -0.4
3     High   7:32 PM    2.9

Fri.    4      Low   1:28 AM    -0.2   6:59 AM     Set  9:23 AM      96
4     High   7:45 AM     3.6   4:24 PM    Rise  6:58 PM
4      Low   2:23 PM   -0.4
4     High   8:27 PM     2.9

Sat.   5      Low   2:20 AM    -0.2   7:00 AM     Set 10:07 AM      91
5     High   8:40 AM     3.5   4:23 PM    Rise  8:15 PM
5      Low   3:13 PM    -0.3
5     High   9:26 PM     2.9

Tides for Moriches Inlet starting with November 25, 2009
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