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“Sabby the Lingo?” Maritime Language – XVI
by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Captain, Division 18 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

As noted prior, each discipline has
a language and that language con-
veys competency to the listener.  This
column is part of a series of maritime
vocabulary words.  So you can sound
like the salty ol’ mariner you are…
We’ll run enough of these to get the
major concepts and phraseology
from Alpha to Zulu in front of you!

N - November
International

Meaning:
No or negative. 
• Narrows -

Small passages. 
• National Flag - The flag carried

by a ship to show her nationality.
• Nautical Almanac - An annual

publication that contains tidal infor-
mation and information about the
position of the sun, moon, planets
and stars. This information is used
for celestial navigation. 

• Nautical Mile - Distance at sea
is measured in nautical miles, which
are about 6067 feet, 1.15 statute miles
or 1852 meters. Nautical miles have
the unique property that a minute of
latitude is equal to one nautical mile.
Measurement of speed is done in
knots where one knot equals one
nautical mile per hour. 

• Navigable Water - Water of suf-
ficient depth to allow a boat to travel
through it. 

• Navigation - The art and science
of determining the position of a boat
and the course needed to safely and

efficiently move the boat from place
to place. 

• Navigation Bridge – The Bridge
used for taking observations, or
directing the handling of the ship. 

• Navigation Lights - Required
lights on a boat help others deter-
mine its course, position and what it
is doing. Boats underway should
have a red light visible from its port
bow, a green light on the starboard
bow and a white light at its stern.
Other lights are required for vessels
under power, fishing, towing, etc. 

• Navigation Rules - The mar-
itime regulations governing the
movement of vessels in relation to
each other, generally called steering
and sailing rules, - COLREGS. 

• Navigational Aid - Any object
that a navigator may use to find his
position, such as permanent land or
sea markers, buoys, radiobeacons,
and lighthouses. 

• Navigator - The officer on board
responsible for the navigation of the
ship. 

• Neap Tide - The tide with the
least variation in water level, occur-
ring when the moon is one quarter
and three quarters full. The lowest
high tide and the highest low tide
occur at neap tide. The opposite is
the spring tide. 

• Neptune - The Roman god of
the sea, associated with Salacia, the
goddess of Salt Water. 

• Neptune's Sheep - Nickname
for waves breaking into foam. 

• Net Tonnage - Useful cargo car-
rying capacity of vessel. The volume
of cargo a ship could carry, equal to
gross tonnage minus the crew cabins,
storerooms and machinery spaces.
One ton equals 100 cubic feet. 

• Nip - (1) A short turn or twist in
a line. (2) The seized part of an eye
splice. 

• Nipped - Said of a vessel when
caught between ice on both sides. 

• Nipper - A short length of line,
usually braided or marled, used to
temporarily bind the anchor cable to
the messenger when the anchor is
weighed by hand around the cap-
stan. 

• No Go Zone - Area into which a
sail boat cannot go without tacking. 

• No Man's Land - On a square-
rigged ship, the area between the
after end of the forecastle and the for-
ward end of the booms where lines,
blocks, and tackle were stored. 

• No Room To Swing a Cat -
Describing a small or confined space.
Originated from the time when a cat-
o'-nine-tails was used to inflict pun-
ishment. 

• NOAA - National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Administration (U.S.), produces nau-
tical charts and weather forecasts 

• Noon Sight - A sighting taken
for celestial navigation at noon, when
the sun is at its highest point in the
sky. 

• Noon Watch - The watch or
work shift beginning at noon, usual-

ly lasting until 4pm or the evening
meal.

• Nor'easter - A wind coming
from the northeast 

• Norman - A pin placed through
the head of a rudder to prevent it
from being lost. 

• North - One of the 4 cardinal
compass points. North is the direc-
tion toward the North Pole and is at
0° or 360° on a compass card. 

• North Pole - The top point of
the line about which the earth
rotates. 

• North Star - Polaris, the North
Star, is visible in the northern hemi-
sphere and indicates the direction of
north. In the southern hemisphere
the Southern Cross is used to find the
direction of south. 

• North Wind, Northerly Wind -
Wind coming from the north. 

• Notices to Mariners - Periodic
publications containing details of
any alterations to charts, to keep
them up to date. 

• Nun - A kind of navigational
buoy. 

• Nunatak - Isolated rocky peak
rising from a sheet of inland ice.  

More in the weeks ahead…!

BTW, if you are interested in
being part of USCG Forces, email me
at JoinUSCGAux2008@aol.com or go
direct to Lisa Etter, who is in charge
of new members matters, at FSO-
PS@emcg.us and we will help you
“get in this thing…”

Well, in case you haven’t heard, NOAA has decided to wedge another dag-
ger into the hearts of anglers along the eastern seaboard this past Monday
with the closure of the sea bass fishery affecting the waters from Maine to the
Carolinas. And to really show their love and affection for anglers, the closure
is extended for the next six months, basing its decision to close the fishery on
the latest trends coming from the Marine Recreational Fishing Statistical
Surveys (MRFSS), a survey methodology called "fatally flawed" in a report by
the National Research Council (NRC). It really goes to show that NOAA’s
hand on this decision makes it quite clear of their disdain for our recreational
industry.

First it was the closure of fluke, unless you have ten grand to burn on an
RSA Permit. Then it’s the closing of porgy season to private boaters and shore
bound enthusiasts on September 26th resulting in many anglers getting shut
out on prime of the fishery within the next few weeks. And of course let’s not
forget that saltwater fishing license you’re required to have by now or by your
next fishing expedition. Now the sea bass, what’s next? 

My advice to you is while these disdain minds continue to look to plot
destruction on the recreational side of this sport, grab the rod and some gear
and take advantage of the great tog bite that took off this past weekend, par-
ticularly on the wrecks outside Moriches Inlet. 

In fact, if you were one of the 17 anglers aboard the Center Moriches based
open boat the Rosie this past Sunday, you can attest to the wild action. Not
only did the entire boat achieve their limit, but many fish ranged between four
and 11 pounds. Many anglers faired better than ten fish apiece; however, they
only retained their limits. Hermit crabs are working best.

Along the north shore, the tog bite is really coming alive along the rocky
fringes in shallow water near shore. Old Field Point at the top of the tide has
been productive for anglers employing fiddler and green crabs. You’ll also
find a few toggies along some of the inshore wrecks and the Middle Grounds;
however, if the truth be told, it’ll be a good month before these spots really
give way to primo action when water temps plummet to 55 degrees.

n by TONY SALERNO

BLACKFISH SEASON OFF TO A BAN-
NER START FROM BOTH SHORES

FISHING WITH TONY
Tides for Moriches Inlet starting with October 7, 2009

Day High/ Tide Height Sunrise/ Moon Time % Moon
Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Wed.    7      Low   2:58 AM     0.1   6:54 AM     Set 10:43 AM      92
7     High   9:10 AM     3.5   6:23 PM    Rise  8:05 PM
7      Low   3:47 PM     0.2
7     High  9:46 PM     2.9

Thur.   8      Low   3:38 AM     0.2   6:55 AM     Set 11:50 AM     85
8     High   9:58 AM     3.4   6:21 PM    Rise  8:57 PM
8      Low   4:34 PM     0.3
8     High  10:43 PM     2.7

Fri.    9      Low   4:24 AM     0.3   6:56 AM     Set 12:52 PM     76
9     High  10:57 AM     3.3   6:20 PM    Rise  9:59 PM
9      Low   5:30 PM     0.4
9     High  11:47 PM     2.7

Sat.  10      Low   5:21 AM     0.4   6:57 AM     Set  1:46 PM      66
10     High  12:02 PM     3.3   6:18 PM    Rise 11:08 PM
10      Low   6:40 PM     0.4

Sun.  11     High  12:51 AM    2.7   6:58 AM     Set  2:30 PM      55
11      Low   6:36 AM     0.5   6:17 PM
11     High   1:07 PM     3.2
11      Low   7:54 PM     0.4

Mon.   12     High   1:55 AM     2.7   6:59 AM    Rise 12:22 AM      44
12      Low   7:58 AM     0.5   6:15 PM     Set  3:07 PM
12     High   2:12 PM     3.2
12      Low   8:59 PM     0.2

Tus.  13     High   2:59 AM     2.9   7:00 AM    Rise  1:36 AM      32
13      Low   9:09 AM     0.4   6:14 PM     Set  3:39 PM
13     High   3:17 PM     3.2
13      Low   9:54 PM    0.1

Wed.   14     High   4:02 AM     3.1   7:02 AM    Rise  2:50 AM      22
14      Low  10:09 AM     0.1   6:12 PM     Set  4:07 PM
14     High   4:20 PM     3.3
14      Low  10:44 PM    -0.1

Thur.  15     High   4:59 AM     3.3   7:03 AM    Rise  4:02 AM      13
15      Low  11:04 AM     0.0  6:11 PM     Set  4:33 PM
15     High   5:16 PM     3.3
15      Low  11:31 PM    -0.2

Fri.   16     High   5:51 AM     3.6   7:04 AM    Rise  5:14 AM      6
16      Low  11:56 AM    -0.1   6:09 PM     Set  4:59 PM
16     High   6:07 PM     3.4

Sat.  17      Low  12:16 AM    -0.3   7:05 AM    Rise  6:25 AM      2
17     High   6:38 AM     3.8   6:08 PM     Set  5:27 PM
17      Low  12:46 PM    -0.2
17     High   6:54 PM     3.3
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