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We’re Being Boarded by the
Coast Guard – Now What?

If you’ve ever seen the reflection of the
blue-rotating hailing light in the reflection
of your windshield, you’ve felt the quick-
ening in certain parts of your body –
“Jeez, what did I do wrong??” The United
States Coast Guard can and will board
you at their discretion. They need no
search warrant, no provocation, no rea-
son other than “Good Morning, sir. My
name is Officer Jones with the US Coast
Guard - the Coast Guard is here today to
ensure you are in compliance with all
applicable federal laws and regulations.”

What Happens First
First, you will be impressed by their youthfulness and their polite and profes-

sional demeanor. These are highly trained Federal officers. And the very first ques-
tion that they will ask you, before they even step off their vessel onto yours, is,
“Without reaching for them or touching them, do you have any weapons on
board?" Subtly but powerfully, the tone is set. “I am polite. I am professional. I mean
business.” Let’s assume (and hope) that the answer to that question is “no” since I
would need a lot more space than this column if the answer is “yes.”

What Happens Next
The inspection that follows is driven largely by the size of the vessel with a few

standard exceptions. Your actual registration needs to be aboard and current. The
“HIN” number, like your car’s “VIN” number, needs to be the same on your regis-
tration and on your boat (low on the starboard side of the transom,). If they don’t
match, someone has a lot of explaining to do. The registration numbers must be of
proper size (at least 3”), of contrasting color to your hull and be the most forward
of any numbering or lettering on the boat. If you have a “MSD” (Marine Sanitation
Device, a.k.a. a “head” or toilet), regardless of the size of your vessel, it must con-
form to regulations. All the bays and creeks are “No Discharge Zones” so, if there
is an over-board through-hull from the MSD holding tank, it must be in the
locked/closed position and the key must under the control of the skipper.  It can be
seized closed or, lastly, the handle can be removed and it must be in the closed posi-
tion.

The rest is largely going to be driven by the size of your vessel:
• How many personal flotation devices (life jackets) – at least one for everybody 

aboard, be in good working order and readily available.
• Fire extinguishers – boat size dependent, but all must be in working order
• Flares – boat size dependent, but all must be “good to go”, i.e., unexpired!
And so on and so forth…

What Happens Then?
Well, there are three outcomes from here. First and best, you will get a Report of

Boarding and it is marked, “No violations.” You are good to go for the season.
Secondly, your Report of Boarding is marked “Written Warning” about some vio-
lation that has not risen to the level of Notice of Violation. One caveat. If the board-
ing officer returns to the station and finds that you already have been given a warn-
ing for the same issue, your notice becomes a Violation. That is also the third out-
come that could happen right at the boat – a “Notice of Violation” is issued. There
are two general outcomes from here. If the boarding officer believes that the nature
of the violation is inherently unsafe, you will be directed to follow the Coast Guard
back to the dock. They are not going to allow you to keep fishing with some aspect
of your boat that can lead to serious injury or death to you, your crew or other
boaters. Secondly, it can take on the aspect of a driving violation. The notice is
mailed to the Coast Guard hearing office in Portsmouth, VA. There, the boarding
report will be reviewed by a case officer where fines, further letters of violations, etc.
will be issued. You will be notified by mail and you will have time (15 days) to file
an appeal.

How to Avoid All This?
Well, the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary conducts free (your favorite price)

vessel exams all season long – and they are not enforcement events. If your boat
“fails” virtually the same inspection that would be conducted by the regulars, you
get a report that details the deficiency – and the inspector’s cell phone number. He
or she will tell you, “When you have this addressed, call me. I will come down and
re-run the inspection.” This results in a USCGAux sticker of compliance being
affixed to your windshield.  

Did I mention the price? Free. http://www.safetyseal.net/GetVSC/
BTW, if you are interested in being part of USCG Forces, email me at

JoinUSCGAux@aol.com or go direct to the D1SR Human Resources department,
who are in charge of new members matters, at DSO-HR and we will help you “get
in this thing…”

by VINCENT T. PICA, II
Chief of Staff, First District, Southern Region (D1SR) 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary
While most New York members of the Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA)

and New York Sportfishing Federation (Federation) were already aware of the
rules, the New York Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) made
it official by announcing that all saltwater anglers are required to register in the
state's new, no-fee saltwater fishing registry. 

DEC developed the registry in compliance with recent legislation that sus-
pended the fee associated with the state's marine recreational fishing license for
two years. According to the DEC release, "the no-fee registration system will be
used by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and interstate fisheries
regulators to set harvest quotas for marine species," though RFA explains the
rationale behind the national registry requirements is more directly related to
improved science.

"For decades, third party contractors hired by the federal government to col-
lect recreational harvest data have used coastal phonebooks to contact anglers
at home about fishing effort," said RFA managing director Jim Hutchinson, Jr.,
himself a resident of Queens. "No fisheries surveyor has ever contacted me at
home about my fishing habits, nor have any of my neighbors who fish, so
there's no disputing the fact that NMFS' surveyors have not been doing the best
job of contacting our saltwater anglers," added Hutchinson who is also presi-
dent of the Federation.

The new registration system fulfills a federal mandate to develop a database
of New York marine recreational anglers to improve federal recreational fish-
ing surveys about the number and size of their catch. This information is vital
since it is used to set quotas, size and bag limits, and fishing seasons in subse-
quent years. DEC anticipates this new data will provide accurate information
for future management of the coastal fishery and better integration into feder-
al reporting systems.

"This new database of contacts will at some point replace the antiquated
phonebook system currently used by NMFS estimate angler catch data, so it's
important that all New York saltwater anglers participate in this registry pro-
gram in order to help improve the survey data," Hutchinson said.  "RFA-NY
and the Federation are of course grateful to the Cuomo administration and
those state legislators who have fought tirelessly to remove the user fee associ-
ated with this new federal registry requirement. This is an angler database for
coordinating federal surveys, not a funding mechanism for state bureaucracy,"
he added.    

To register, anglers can go to the usual outlets for sporting licenses, or register
online anytime on DEC's website at www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6101.html.
Anglers can also register by phone by calling 1-86-NY-DECALS (1-866-933-2257).

n by TONY SALERNO

FISH FREE IN NY COASTAL
WATERS  

FISHING WITH TONY

Tides for Moriches Inlet starting with June 22, 2011
Day High/ Tide Height Sunrise/ Moon Time % Moon

Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Wed. 22     High  12:11 AM     2.9   5:20 AM     Set 12:16 PM      65
22      Low   6:10 AM     0.4   8:26 PM
22     High  12:48 PM     2.9
22      Low   6:43 PM     0.8

Thur.  23     High  12:57 AM     2.7   5:20 AM    Rise 12:18 AM      55
23      Low   6:57 AM     0.4   8:26 PM     Set  1:15 PM
23     High   1:33 PM     2.9
23      Low   7:45 PM     0.8

Fri.   24     High   1:44 AM     2.6   5:20 AM    Rise 12:42 AM     46
24      Low   7:48 AM     0.5   8:26 PM     Set  2:13 PM
24     High   2:18 PM     2.9
24      Low   8:45 PM     0.7

Sat.  25     High   2:34 AM     2.5   5:21 AM    Rise  1:09 AM      37
25      Low   8:39 AM     0.5   8:26 PM     Set  3:12 PM
25     High   3:05 PM     2.9
25      Low   9:39 PM     0.7

Sun.  26     High   3:28 AM     2.5   5:21 AM    Rise  1:38 AM      28
26      Low   9:29 AM     0.5   8:26 PM     Set  4:12 PM
26     High   3:56 PM     3.0
26      Low  10:28 PM     0.5

Mon.   27     High   4:25 AM     2.5   5:21 AM    Rise  2:12 AM      19
27      Low  10:16 AM     0.4   8:26 PM     Set  5:12 PM
27     High   4:46 PM     3.1
27      Low  11:16 PM     0.4

Tus.  28     High   5:19 AM     2.5   5:22 AM    Rise  2:52 AM      12
28      Low  11:03 AM     0.4   8:26 PM     Set  6:11 PM
28     High   5:34 PM     3.2

Wed.   29      Low  12:03 AM     0.2   5:22 AM    Rise  3:39 AM      6
29     High  6:08 AM     2.7   8:26 PM     Set  7:06 PM
29      Low  11:51 AM     0.3
29     High   6:18 PM     3.3

Thur.  30      Low  12:49 AM     0.1   5:23 AM    Rise  4:34 AM      2
30     High   6:53 AM     2.8   8:26 PM     Set  7:57 PM
30      Low  12:39 PM     0.2
30     High   7:00 PM     3.5

Fri.    1      Low   1:35 AM     0.0   5:23 AM    Rise  5:37 AM      0
1     High   7:36 AM     2.9   8:26 PM     Set  8:42 PM
1      Low   1:27 PM     0.1
1     High   7:41 PM     3.5

Sat.   2      Low   2:18 AM    - 0.1   5:24 AM    Rise  6:44 AM     0
2     High   8:19 AM     3.0   8:26 PM     Set  9:21 PM
2      Low   2:14 PM     0.1
2     High   8:24 PM     3.6

Sun.   3      Low   3:00 AM    -0.1   5:24 AM    Rise  7:54 AM      2
3     High   9:05 AM     3.0   8:26 PM     Set  9:56 PM
3      Low   3:00 PM     0.1
3     High   9:09 PM     3.5
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