
Page 20       July 27, 2011 • South Shore Press

Weighing the Anchor
Or is it Waying?

Even as temperatures blistered into to
the high 90s or the low hundred this past
week, fluke fishing is equally as hot around
the island as anglers are scoring well at all
the usual haunts west, east, north and
south.

Up north and to the west, the Port
Washington based open boat the Angler II
is experiencing some exceptional fluke fish-
ing despite the calendar, as a new body of
keeper size fish have moved into the area.
Captain Bob is putting fares into nice catch-
es and is hoping that the bite hangs on for a
while. Moving east, both the Huntington
and Port Jeff clan of open boats are enjoying
great action with the summer flatties,
unfortunately however, most have to be
tossed back in order to grow a bit to become keepers. Nevertheless the action
is fast paced with some keepers around to keep things interesting. In addi-
tion, there are plenty of porgies and sea bass around, which most of the open
boats have been mixing in so patrons can go home with nice bags of tasty fil-
lets. Bluefish are also all over the north shore to spice things up.

Along the south shore, boats from Point Lookout, Freeport and Captree
have really seen an influx of quality fluke in the past couple of weeks and by
the look of it, the action shows no signs of letting up. Large schools of qual-
ity fish have made their way south of Jones and Fire Island Inlets from 80 to
90 feet of water where open, charter and private boats have been enjoying
the bounty of fluke to 9-pounds. If the ocean is a bit to overwhelming for
you, fret not as there is plenty of action and keepers inside the bays as well,
particularly during the top of the tide.

Closer to home, the fluke fishing is getting better by the day in the
Moriches area, while just inside and outside of Shinnecock Inlet has become
the hottest spot for keeper and doormat fluke. On the top of the tide, the area
west of the Ponquogue Bridge have produced many keepers to 8-pounds,
while on any other tide, fluke to 13-pounds have been hanging out in 80-feet
of water outside Shinnecock Inlet. This past Friday saw a fluke of 13.26-
pounds taken aboard the Hampton Bay based open boat the Hampton Lady
along with several other fish over 5-pounds. The big fish are here, now is the
time to go and get them.

n by TONY SALERNO

FLUKE GALORE ON BOTH
SHORES

FISHING WITH TONY

Sometimes, the simplest thing
can take on monumental propor-
tions – if you get it wrong. And
setting a proper anchor, and
retrieving (or “weighing it” so
you can “make way”), can make
all the difference in the world
when the wind starts to stiffen
and all the other fishermen
around you start to look askance
at you… as you drag your anchor
towards them…
Setting the Anchor

The art and science of anchor-
ing are closely akin. It is all about
leverage and “scope”. Scope is
the ratio of the depth of the water
(plus your freeboard, i.e., the dis-
tance from the water to your anchor’s cleat) to the amount of line, i.e., “anchor
rode”, you’ve laid out. If you are in 7 feet of water and there is 3 feet from the water
to the cleat, this is a distance of 10 feet. Lay out 70 feet of “ground tackle” – anchor,
anchor chain, and line (rode) – and you have a scope of 7:1 (70/10). This happens to
be the US Coast Guard’s recommended scope for proper anchoring under “normal”
conditions. In light air, you can reduce to 5:1. In heavy seas, you should lay out 10:1
or even more.

The leverage aspect has to do with how the “flukes” create the holding power.
The flukes are those long blades that actually stick into the sand (I am describing the
Danforth-style anchor, which is ideal for our sandy and muddy bottoms on the
South Shore). Imagine your hand is the anchor for a second. Make a “claw” with
your hand and your down-turned fingers are the flukes. They would bite in deep-
er and more firmly if your arm (what would be the “shank” if it were part of the
ground tackle) was laying flat along the surface (try it down at the beach with some
sand.) If you start to lift your arm, you can see how your claw/fingers/flukes start
to pry themselves out of the imaginary sand/mud/ground. This is why a longer
scope is better than a shorter one. It “de-levers” the flukes and keeps them pointing
deeply into the holding surface. And the reason that chain (typically 6’ but it can
obviously be more) is encouraged as the connecting medium between the anchor
itself and the line is to add more weight to the shank – keeping the flukes digging
in deeply.
What Goes On Around You Matters

One of the toughest parts of anchoring is judging how much scope to put out
when you are anchoring around other boats. All boats will swing downwind on
their anchors. If you anchor 50’ behind another boat, and you put out 70’ of rode,
pray that the wind doesn’t clock around to the opposite heading. If so, prepare to
be boarded by an angry crew!

Also, don’t anchor from the stern alone. If you anchor from the stern alone, you
are likely to sink “on the hook.” Why? Well, your bow is now downwind and your
stern, i.e., the flat transom, is into the wind. Water splashes against the transom and
some splashes into the boat. The boat sits a little lower. The same size wave now
splashes more water into the boat. The boat sits a little lower. You can see where this
is headed. Down.
Weighing Anchor

If 7:1 scope is recommended for good holding power, and 10:1 scope is even bet-
ter than that, what would be best for providing the least holding power? If you said
1:1, you get an “A” in anchoring. Here’s how you do it…

Hopefully, you have a crew man who can go to the bow and take up the slack,
flaking it on the deck as it comes in, while you slowly power up over the anchor.
When the anchor line is lying straight up and down, your crew yells “stop” and
then tries to “weigh” or retrieve the anchor. But maybe it is stuck! Well, re-cleat the
anchor rode so that it is pointing straight down to the anchor (this is called “snub-
bing” the anchor.) If the line is going straight down to the bottom from your cleat,
the scope must be 1:1! Now, back away – don’t power forward!  If the anchor sud-
denly breaks free, it could impale itself in your hull as it sweeps upwards under the
force the boat surging ahead. Add power gradually astern and you will very likely
break free. If you still haven’t, while power is still being applied in reverse, turn the
helm hard over. This will cause the boat to rotate around the anchor. You are
unscrewing from the bottom, like a cork screw. 99 times out of 100, this will finish
the job. If the anchor is fouled though on rocks or cables, your last resort is to cut
yourself free…

Anchors away!
BTW, if you are interested in being part of USCG Forces, email me at

JoinUSCGAux@aol.com or go direct to the D1SR Human Resources department,
who are in charge of new members matters, at DSO-HR and we will help you “get
in this thing…”

Jim Losi of San Francisco, USCGAux District 11,
Division 12, Flotilla 91, and Vincent Pica of
Westhampton, USCGAux District 1(SR), Division 18,
Flotilla 06, at the sea buoy 1.1nm south of the Moriches
Inlet. Jim and Vin have been friends since they were 10
years old and patrolled together on 23Jul11.
Photographer: Rudi Pica, (son of Vincent), USCGAux
D1(SR) 18-06

by VINCENT T. PICA, II
Chief of Staff, First District, Southern Region (D1SR) 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

Tides for Moriches Inlet starting with July 27, 2011
Day High/ Tide Height Sunrise/ Moon Time % Moon

Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Wed.   27     High   4:43 AM     2.5   5:43 AM    Rise  2:21 AM      17
27      Low  10:33 AM     0.4   8:12 PM     Set  5:47 PM
27     High   4:59 PM     3.2
27      Low  11:33 PM     0.3

Thur.  28     High   5:37 AM     2.7   5:44 AM    Rise  3:20 AM      9
28      Low  11:24 AM     0.3   8:11 PM     Set  6:35 PM
28     High   5:49 PM     3.4

Fri.   29      Low  12:20 AM     0.1   5:45 AM    Rise  4:25 AM      4
29     High   6:25 AM     2.9   8:10 PM     Set  7:17 PM
29      Low  12:15 PM     0.1
29     High   6:36 PM     3.6

Sat.  30      Low   1:06 AM    -0.1   5:45 AM    Rise  5:35 AM      1
30     High   7:11 AM     3.1   8:09 PM     Set  7:54 PM
30      Low   1:06 PM     0.0
30     High   7:20 PM     3.7

Sun.  31      Low   1:51 AM    -0.2   5:46 AM    Rise  6:48 AM      0
31     High   7:56 AM     3.2   8:08 PM     Set  8:28 PM
31      Low   1:55 PM    -0.1
31     High   8:05 PM     3.7

Mon.    1      Low   2:35 AM    -0.3   5:47 AM    Rise  8:01 AM      1
1     High   8:42 AM     3.3   8:07 PM     Set  8:59 PM
1      Low   2:44 PM    -0.1
1     High   8:52 PM     3.7

Tues.   2      Low   3:17 AM    -0.4   5:48 AM    Rise  9:14 AM      5
2     High   9:31 AM     3.5   8:06 PM     Set  9:29 PM
2      Low   3:33 PM    -0.1
2     High   9:42 PM     3.5

Wed.    3      Low   4:00 AM    -0.3   5:49 AM    Rise 10:27 AM      12
3     High  10:23 AM     3.5   8:05 PM     Set 10:00 PM
3      Low   4:23 PM    -0.1
3     High  10:35 PM     3.4

Thur.   4      Low   4:45 AM    -0.2   5:50 AM    Rise 11:39 AM      21
4     High  11:18 AM     3.5   8:04 PM     Set 10:34 PM
4      Low   5:18 PM     0.1
4     High  11:32 PM     3.2

Fri.    5      Low   5:35 AM    -0.1   5:51 AM    Rise 12:52 PM      32
5     High  12:13 PM     3.5   8:02 PM     Set 11:11 PM
5      Low   6:21 PM     0.2

Sat.   6     High  12:30 AM     3.0   5:52 AM    Rise  2:03 PM      43
6      Low   6:34 AM     0.1   8:01 PM     Set 11:53 PM
6     High   1:09 PM     3.5
6      Low   7:31 PM     0.4

Sun.   7     High   1:29 AM     2.9   5:53 AM    Rise  3:10 PM      54
7      Low   7:41 AM     0.2   8:00 PM
7     High  2:07 PM     3.4
7      Low   8:40 PM     0.4



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


