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Wby VINCENT T. Pica, IT

Flotilla Commander, 18-06 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

You may remember saying to your
parents, “but the other kids were doing
it!” It didn't work then - and it won't
work in front of an Admiralty or Mar-
itime Board either... But this time you
will be looking for an excuse for follow-
ing the rules - when you should have
broken them!

Time To Take Responsibilty!

The COLREGs are dominated by
Rule 2 - which essentially provides not
just a free pass for breaking all the Rules
but a requirement that you do if the fail-
ure to do so will cause a collision at
sea...! What does it actually say?

Rule 2: Responsibility

(a) Nothing in these Rules shall ex-
onerate any vessel, or the owner, mas-
ter, or crew thereof, from the
consequences of any neglect to comply
with these Rules or of the neglect of any
precaution which may be required by
the ordinary practice of seamen, or by
the special circumstances of the case.

(b) In construing and complying
with these Rules due regard shall be had
to all dangers of navigation and collision
and to any special circumstances, in-
cluding the limitations of the vessels in-
volved, which may make a departure
from these Rules necessary to avoid
immediate danger.

Take a close look at 2(b) (emphasis
mine). AsIsaid, it is notjust a free pass
for breaking all the Rules but a require-
ment that we do so. It essentially makes
2(b) the most important Rule since it

trumps all other Rules. It removes any
argument that a participant in a collision
is without fault since it obligates the ves-
sel’s master - or crew - to do everything
possible to avoid a collision at sea. Note
also that it speaks to the “limitations of
the vessels involved” in the calculus of
deciding whether to follow the Rules or
to break them...

How do you know when to or what
would be reasons to do so? What if
“coming to starboard and going under
the stern of a vessel crossing from your
starboard side” would put you onto
rocks or into the shallows? (See SSP -
July 11, 2007 - At the Crossroads - Rule
15) Does that mean it is OK to speed up
and pass ahead? [ wouldn't - ever! Just
stop and let the skipper behind you deal
with the new situation (he is the give-
way vessel now - see SSP - May 30, 2007
- Prevention of Collision At Sea - Over-
taking, a Meeting - Rule 13.)

What about a circumstance when
you are the stand-on vessel and another
skipper on your port side has not indi-
cated in any way that he recognizes that
he is about to cross ahead of you?
Should you speed ahead to ensure he
passes behind you? I wouldn’t - ever!
(see SSP - July 25, 2007 - Prevention of
Collision At Sea - And in our Bays and
Creeks - Rules 7-8-9 (especially Rule 8 -
Action to Avoid Collision)). You can
stop or, if that is impossible under the
circumstances, at least slow or even turn
to starboard and try to run parallel to the

offending skipper.
Sucked In!

Under those circumstances, and the
offending skipper is driving a “battle
wagon” of a boat, be very wary of a lit-
tle understood hydrodynamic effect of
running parallel to a large vessel - suc-
tion!

The combination of the wide bow
wave of the larger vessel, which spreads
out from the bow and then collapses
back towards the stern of the vessel, and
his prop wash can draw you right into
her. And you will look like the over-tak-
ing vessel...

If you think this is too far-fetched,
there is a famous naval collision that
speaks directly to this circumstance. It
happened on September 20, 1911 and it
involved the 882-foot ocean liner RMS
Olympic and the 360-foot British man-
o’-war HMS Hawke near the Isle of
Wight.

Hawke saw Olympic on her port
side but not reacting to signals and
whistles so Hawke put the helm over
hard to starboard to attempt to run par-

allel. Within seconds, the suction effect
of the far larger RMS Olympic pulled
the HMS Hawke into her. An official
Board of Inquiry eventually found
largely against Olympic but White Star,
the owner of the RMS Olympic, coun-
tered that Hawke was at fault as the
over-taking vessel and steered directly
into her. After many scientific experi-
ments using the technology of the day,
Hawke withstood the challenge based
on the suction effect of the RMS
Olympic. The captain of the RMS
Olympic said that, “In all my 31 years as
a White Star captain, I have never heard
of such a theory as suction.”

The captain’s name was Edward J.
Smith. His next commission was a ship
even grander than the Olympic.

It was RMS Titanic.

BTW, if you are interested in being
part of USCG Forces, email me at
USCGAUX2007@aol.com or go direct to
MaryJo Cruickshank, who is in charge
of new members matters, at FSO-
PS@emcg.us and we will help you “get
in this thing...”

Moriches Inlet September 2007

Day High Low High Low High

Wed 19 |12:30AM/2.31ft |5:53AM/0.83 ft |12:55 PM/2.83ft |7:28 PM/0.82 ft

Thu 20 1:27AM /228 ft | 7.12AM/0.89ft [1:562 PM/2.84 ft 8:37 PM /0.74 ft

Fri 21 2:28AM/2.33ft |8:35AM/0.81 ft 2:53 PM /2.93 ft 9:35 PM / 0.57 ft

Sat22 [3:32AM/2.47ft |9:39AM/0.63ft |3:55 PM/3.07 ft 10:25 PM / 0.34 ft

Sun23 [4:31AM/2.71ft |10:34 AM/0.40ft |4:52 PM/3.27 ft 11:12 PM /0.1 ft

Mon 24 |5:24 AM/3.02ft |[11:26 AM/0.17 ft |5:43 PM/3.45 ft 11:57 PM /-0.11 ft

Tue25 |6:12AM/3.34ft |12:17 PM/-0.04 ft |6:31 PM/3.59 ft

Wed 26 12:42 AM /-0.28 ft

6:56 AM / 3.62 ft

1:09 PM/-0.21 ft |7:17 PM/3.64 ft

EAST END
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS 52 Hair wave, for short 22 Flightless bird

1 People flicks 53 Bigger pic 26 Stiff hair

5 Collectors’ groups 54 “The Match Game” man 27 Peck in “Moby Dick”

9 Wing movements 60 Dust-up 28 After time

14 Rights grp. 62 God of love 29 “Name That Tune” man
15 Sandwich cookie 63 Nastase of tennis 30 “Norma” or “Louise”

16 H. Hamlin TV series 64 Representative
65V

17 Nuremberg no 34 Sign

18 U.S. leader 66 Casual farewell 36 Actress Campbell

19 One-celled animal 67 Emotional spasms 37 Rosebud in “Citizen Kane”
20 “You Bet Your Life” man 68 Nourish 39 __ and alack!

23 Letters for 41 69 Cinch 41 Inclined not to

25 NRA spokesman DOWN 43 Marquis de __

27 Photo collections 1Big __theory 44 Delighted

30 First game 2 Cake finisher 47 Sires

32 Yokohama OK 3 Potpourri 49 External boundaries

33 Perfect place 4 Political pundit John 50 Change charts

35 Sawbucks 5 Pre-Socratic philosopher 51 European lake

38 Bodybuilder Charles 6 Flynn of films 52 Verify

40 Shea player 7 Pour profusely 55 Actress Hildegarde

41 Maker’s sticker 8 Slugger Sammy 56 A Great Lake

42 Big Ben, e.g. 9 Straw-colored 57 __-Ude, Russia

43 Mexican shawl 10 Flight from the law 58 Dove or Rudner

45 “All About __“ 11 “Jeopardy” man 59 Tide type

46 Bathhouse 12 Painter Picasso 61 Part of the UK.

48 Dripped 13 Beau .

50 Stired up 21 “The Stranger” author See Solution on Page 6

31 Pocket bread
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