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Towns “Out East” Proclaim June 23rd, 2009 USCG Auxiliary Day!
by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Captain, Division 18 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

Seventy years ago, on June 23rd, 1939, just a few
weeks before Nazi Germany rolled into Poland and
World War II began, the US Congress authorized the
creation of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.
This corps, like today, was made up of men and
women, patriots all, who gave their time, without
pay, – on land and sea and, today, in the air – in sup-
port of USCG Forces nationwide. This column is
about that – and the recognition that the Towns of
Brookhaven, East Hampton and Southampton
undertook to shine up Auxiliarists “Out East.”
In the Beginning…

In 1939, Rear Admiral Russell Waesche, the
Commandant of the United States Coast Guard,
charged Lt. Commander Alfred Richmond and Lt.
Commander Merlin O’Neil, along with a civilian
from the Lifesaving Service, with writing the regula-
tions for the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Many years later,
(then) Admiral Richmond said that “was probably
one of the weirdest jobs I ever had in the Coast Guard
because when we stopped to analyze it, what we
were creating was a cross between a reserve organi-
zation, a Trinity House in England and a religious
organization. There were no guidelines!” His team-
mate, Lt. Commander Merlin O’Neil, became the first
Chief Director of the United States Coast Guard
Auxiliary.

Following America’s entry into World War II,
recruits flooded into Auxiliary flotillas nationwide in
a flurry of patriotic fervor (just as they did after
“9/11.”) As the ranks grew, active-duty Coast Guard
members were freed up for duty overseas, just as it
happens today. By the 1950s, the four cornerstones of
traditional Auxiliary duties were firmly established –
boating education, on-the-water patrols, vessel safety
exams and fellowship. Then, under legislation passed
in 1996, Coast Guard Auxiliary responsibilities were
expanded to allow members to assist in any Coast
Guard mission, save military or police activity, as
authorized by the Commandant. Thus, Auxiliarists
can be found actively involved in all USCG duties –
from cooks in galleys to search-and-rescue – on land,
sea and in the air.

Since Then…
Over the intervening decade, Auxiliary members:
• Contributed  44,417,850 hours of volunteer time

serving the USCG.
• Taught 1,678,946 people with 980,000 hours of

classroom work. 
• Conducted 1,170,535 Vessel Safety Checks

(VSCs) over 579,000 hours, including more than
167,000 first time VSCs and over 158,000 high risk
VSCs. 

• Made over 418,000 Recreational Boating Safety
Program Visits spending more than 279,000 mission
hours. 

• Served 4,297,312 hours underway on safety
patrols. 

• Worked 56,188 hours on 25,377 missions, verify-
ing 138,867 ATONs. 

• Examined over 10,223 Commercial Fishing
Vessels. 

• Provided 1,587,646 hours of Coast Guard
Operational Support on over 197,000 Support mis-
sions.  

• Performed Search and Rescue for over 723,000
hours, resulting in 5,083 lives saved, 141,980 persons
assisted, & $1,460,055,940 in property saved.  

• Spent more than 700,000 hours on Marine Safety
and Environmental Protection missions.

Last year alone, in “District 1, 1SR”, which broad-
ly includes NJ, NY and CT waters, USCG Auxiliarists
saved 16 lives, assisted 527 people, saved over
$14mm in property, conducted over 10,000 recre-
ational Vessel Safety Checks, conducted over 6,000
Marine Dealer visits and taught over 5,600 hours of
boating safety instruction.  The 140+ Auxiliarists that
make up USCG Auxiliary Division 18, which covers
the creeks, rivers, bays and ocean waters from
William Floyd Parkway to the End(s), contributed
significantly to those numbers – 26 people assisted,
nearly $1mm in property saved, 371 Vessel Safety
checks, and 235 hours of boating safety instruction.

On its 70th birthday, The Auxiliary received letters
of commendation from President Barak Obama, (“I
congratulate you for your steadfast commitment to

the highest standards of citizenship, patriotism, and
community service”), The Commandant of the
United States Coast Guard, Admiral Thad Allen,
(“Auxiliary performance has been nothing short of
stellar, and its greatest impacts are readily reflected by
Auxiliarists spirit of patriotism and dedication to the
Coast Guard men and women with whom they
serve”), The National Commodore of the USCG
Auxiliary, Commodore Nicholas Kerrigan, (“We
provide the biggest bang for the buck for the
American taxpayer… Each of us should take pride in
knowing that we are special group, making a unique
contribution to the Coast Guard and our Nation...
Thank you for your service...”) and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of the City of New York, (“For all the
Coast Guard Auxiliary has done for our city, it is
more deserving of our thanks and praise. On behalf
of all New Yorkers, I’m proud to join in commemo-
rating this milestone anniversary”) as well as our
own District Commodore, Stephen Ackerman, and
our Director of the Auxiliary, Commander Elizabeth
Young, (“As we celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the
Coast Guard Auxiliary, we are proud to lead the best
Auxiliarists in the nation, D1SR First and Foremost!)

But it is noteworthy to take notice that our elected
officials, the town boards of Brookhaven, lead by
Supervisor Mark Lesko, East Hampton, lead by
William McGintee and Southampton, lead by
Supervisor Linda Kabot, took the time to create and
grant proclamations making June 23rd, 2009, Coast
Guard Auxiliary Day throughout their jurisdictions.
Space precludes me from mentioning by name all the
councilmen and councilwomen who also sit on the
town boards and who equally and warmly recog-
nized the work of their fellow citizens and patriots,
the members of Division 18, United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary.
Post Script

I wish to acknowledge the article that CDR John
Richmond, (retired), wrote in the Auxiliary magazine
named “The Navigator” (Winter 2008/2009) entitled
“How the Coast Guard Auxiliary was Conceived”,
which I liberally extracted text and facts from!

In case you weren’t aware, fluke season reopened this past Friday and
depending on the area, results varied. Up on the north shore, catches have been
sporadic with all the local shoals from Smithtown Bay to Rocky Point still your
best bets. The challenge now is getting the fluke baits past the swarms of porgies
that share the lairs with the fluke. Find a shoal absent of the scup and it should
be chock full of flatties on 1 ounce bucktails tipped with spearing.

Opening day was a bit tough for the open boats from Port Jefferson; howev-
er, the evening porgy trips have been nothing short of phenomenal. Both the
Celtic Quest and the Osprey V are enjoying the action on a nightly basis. These
are great trips for families and kids during summer vacation that will sure to
leave family bonds and lasting impressions. While the north shore flatties and
scup hold their own, areas such as Cranes Neck and Old Field Point are playing
host to some solid striped bass and bluefish action during the early morning and
early evenings hours while chunking fresh bunker.

In the Moriches and Shinnecock areas the bays have been much more pro-
ductive than the ocean; however, as of this writing, the ocean bite should once
again be steady, particularly in 70 to 80 feet of water. Make sure to include long
strips of squid and Peruvian spearing in your arsenal if you want to put a few
quality fish in the box.

In the bay, both the open boats the Shinnecock Star and the Rosie have honed
in on the bite and have been pulling some real quality flatties among slews of
shorts. The afternoon trips have seen the best action this past weekend on prime
tides; however, the full day trips this week will have peak tides which should
equate to plenty of fun action. These trips are also a great time for families to
bond and as a bonus, bring home some tasty fillets. Friday night’s P.M trip on
the Rosie was especially special for Millie Marin as she not only put together her
limit of keepers, but also copped the pool with an impressive 8 pound beauty.
Boat regulars Howie Fey and Bobby Collins were also on board on Friday
evening and both anglers had their limits to five pounds. Now is the time to head
on out.

n by TONY SALERNO

SECOND HALF FLUKE SEASON

TAKING CENTER STAGE

FISHING WITH TONY
Tides for Moriches Inlet starting with July 8, 2009.

Day High/ Tide Height Sunrise/ Moon Time % Moon
Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Wed.    8      Low   2:13 AM     0.1   5:28 AM     Set  6:27 AM      99
8     High   8:21 AM     2.7   8:24 PM    Rise  9:19 PM
8      Low   2:12 PM     0.4
8     High   8:29 PM     3.3

Thur.   9      Low   2:51 AM     0.1   5:28 AM     Set  7:29 AM      97
9     High   9:01 AM     2.7   8:24 PM    Rise  9:46 PM
9      Low   2:51 PM     0.4
9     High   9:06 PM     3.2

Fri.   10      Low   3:26 AM     0.1   5:29 AM     Set  8:30 AM      94
10     High   9:39 AM     2.7   8:24 PM    Rise 10:09 PM
10      Low   3:28 PM     0.5
10     High   9:42 PM     3.1

Sat.  11      Low   3:58 AM     0.2   5:30 AM     Set  9:30 AM      89
11     High  10:18 AM     2.7   8:23 PM    Rise 10:31 PM
11      Low   4:04 PM     0.5
11     High  10:19 PM     3.0

Sun.  12      Low   4:29 AM     0.2   5:30 AM     Set 10:31 AM      82
12     High  10:56 AM     2.8   8:23 PM    Rise 10:53 PM
12      Low   4:41 PM     0.6
12     High  10:59 PM     2.9

Mon.   13      Low   5:01 AM     0.3   5:31 AM     Set 11:33 AM      74
13     High  11:36 AM    2.9   8:22 PM    Rise 11:15 PM
13      Low   5:25 PM     0.7
13     High  11:43 PM     2.8

Tus.  14      Low   5:37 AM     0.3   5:32 AM     Set 12:37 PM      65
14     High  12:18 PM     2.9   8:22 PM    Rise 11:39 PM
14      Low   6:22 PM     0.7

Wed.   15     High  12:32 AM     2.7   5:33 AM     Set  1:44 PM      55
15      Low   6:24 AM     0.4   8:21 PM
15     High   1:05 PM     3.0
15      Low   7:36 PM     0.7

Thu.  16     High   1:26 AM     2.6   5:34 AM    Rise 12:08 AM      45
16      Low   7:26 AM     0.4   8:20 PM     Set  2:55 PM
16     High   1:58 PM     3.2
16      Low   8:48 PM     0.6

Fri.   17     High   2:28 AM     2.6   5:34 AM    Rise 12:43 AM      34
17      Low   8:35 AM     0.4   8:20 PM     Set  4:07 PM
17     High   2:58 PM     3.3
17      Low   9:52 PM     0.4

Sat.  18     High   3:36 AM     2.6   5:35 AM    Rise  1:27 AM      24
18      Low   9:41 AM     0.2   8:19 PM     Set  5:18 PM
18     High   4:04 PM     3.4
18      Low  10:50 PM     0.2

Sun.  19     High   4:45 AM     2.7   5:36 AM    Rise  2:23 AM      14
19      Low  10:42 AM     0.1   8:18 PM     Set  6:24 PM
19     High   5:09 PM     3.6
19      Low  11:47 PM     0.0
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