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"Sabby the Lingo?" Maritime Language – XIII 
 

This column is part of a series of maritime vocabulary words. So you can sound 

like the salty ol' mariner you are… We'll run enough of these to get the major 

concepts and phraseology from Alpha to Zulu in front of you! 

 

K - Kilo 

 

International Meaning: I wish to communicate with you.  

 

• Keckling - Winding small rope around a cable or hawser to prevent damage by chafing. The 

rope with which a cable is keckled.  

 

• Kedge - (1) A small auxiliary anchor. (2) To kedge is to move a vessel (e.g., a grounded boat) 

by setting out an anchor and pulling the boat toward it by taking up on the anchor rode  

 

• Keel - [image] (1) The backbone of a vessel, running fore and aft along the center line of the 

bottom of the hull; the timber at the very bottom of the hull to which frames are attached. (2) A 

flat surface built into the bottom of the boat to prevent or reduce the leeway caused by the wind 

pushing against the side of the boat. A keel also usually has some ballast to help keep the boat 

upright and prevent it from heeling too much. There are several types of keels, such as fin keels 
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