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Preparing (Again) for Hurricanes
O by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Captain, Division 18 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

Back on April 30, 2008, we
wrote about the preparedness
exercise called “Hurricane
Elizabeth.” Under the direc-
tion of District (1SR)
USCGAux Commodore
Thomas Venezio and USCG
Commander E. D. Young, Di-
rector of the Auxiliary (1SR),
USCG Forces conducted an
exercise—a Cat-4 Hurricane
called Elizabeth. As noted
many times, we often speak
about the “next 9/11” as
being inevitable. We have to
be perfect every day. “They”
have to be lucky just once.
With a constant eye for that, it
is still more likely that it will
be a natural disaster that will
affect more of us and poten-
tially in a deadly fashion. Back
on November 7, 2007, we
wrote here that even more
likely than “another ’38 hurri-
cane,” it is far more likely and
far more common for us to get
one like Noel in ’07… and
Beryl in ’06… Cindy in ’05…
Ivan in ’04…
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Not to mention this brace
of what I call “hurry-canes”
we’ve gotten this summer –
hurricanes or twisters that
hurry in for 20-30 minutes,
make a complete mess of
everything and then disap-

pear without so
much as a tip of the
hat…

But the exercise in
April was what we
call a “Table-Top”
exercise. We plan for
it; we talk about it;
we find “kinks” in
the system. But no
one leaves the sta-
tion, his or her house
or place of business.
So, naturally, the
next evolution is to
simulate with actual activities.
Starting on Tuesday, August
5, the simulated emergency
message went out on the
USCGAux emergency notifi-
cation. Hurricane Liam was
coming. He was due to arrive
on Friday, August 8. This is
about that week.

This Is a Drill, This Is a Drill,
This Is a Drill

With those words at 5:30
p.m., August 5, USCG Auxil-
iarists all over the northeast
received the simulated emer-
gency message that Liam was
bearing down on New York
and Long Island on its way to
New England. Auxiliarists in
this area, per the emergency
plan, made way by vessel to
(simulate) start spreading the
word to private boaters that
the trip out to the Canyons

would turn deadly in just a
couple of days. Other Auxil-
iarists made way in cars and
trucks, radio-equipped in the
marine and Auxiliary private
bands, to also simulate getting
the word out to marinas, dock
masters, bait shops, marine
chandleries – wherever pri-
vate skippers gathered – that
Liam was coming. Time to get
the boats to their hurricane
holes – and pronto. This went
on until Friday, when every-
one was instructed to stand
down and ride out the hurri-
cane with their loved ones.
Then Saturday and Sunday
were simulated clean-up and
assessment days.

The Scoreboard
What happened? District

1(SR) conducted over 110 sur-
face patrols (boats on our
bays, creeks, rivers and

oceans), 103 radio pa-
trols (cars and trucks
test driving routes to
marinas, etc. in the
northeastern US), 110
vessel examiners con-
ducted over 300 vessel
safety checks (hey,
when you get lemons,
make lemonade!), 50
program visitors con-
ducted 335 program
visits or MDA visits. In
all, over 700 members
of USCG Auxiliary

forces participated in this
event.

But What Should You Do??
In the real world, I doubt

everything will go as
smoothly as it did during our
drill. Nothing ever does. As I
remind my children, life is
what happens to you while
you’re planning… But plan
and train we must. So, what
should you be doing?

Well, we have two things
to care for, beyond our loved
ones – the house and the boat.
Most likely, we’ll have two
days to prepare. When do you
do that? Now.

Of course, start with a
checklist and duct tape or the
equivalent. When things start
to get bad, you’ll forget some-
thing. Plus, things are going to
start flying and they need to

be secured. Plastic tarping for
windows, or better yet, ply-
wood for nailing into the
outer window jams has got to
be part of a proper pre-hurri-
cane prep kit. Rags/towels for
the inevitable sopping up ac-
tions and large garbage bags
for getting items in bulk from
one place (the boat) to another
(attic, trunk of the car). If you
are forced to keep the boat in
the water, be sure the cleats
are still properly back-plated
and that you have double- or
triple-ups on your mooring
lines – with chafe guards.
Honestly, the chance of a boat
surviving a hurricane on its
mooring or in its slip is pretty
close to nil. Find a way to get
the boat at least up on blocks
in the lee of something big.

After the hurricane, take
pictures or videos of every-
thing. If the boat has been
sunk, get to your insurance
company right away. Remem-
ber, salvage is very different
than assistance under mar-
itime law.

BTW, if you are interested
in being part of USCG Forces,
email me at Joi-
nUSCGAux2008@aol.com or
go direct to MaryJo Cruick-
shank, who is in charge of
new members’ matters, at
FSO-PS@emcg.us and we will
help you “get in this thing…”

The Snappers are starting to come
into the beautiful Peconic River in
Riverhead. The snappers are still
small but should be much bigger for
the 11th Annual Riverhead Snapper
Tournament. This year's annual
event is scheduled for Saturday, Sep-
tember 27 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
along the Peconic Riverfront. “The
tournament was scheduled later as
last year's tournament did not pro-
duce that many snappers. The tour-
nament is a fun family day. The
tournament’s focus is to get children
involved in fishing. The parents and
adults that bring the children should
be commended,” Tournament Direc-
tor Capt. Ray Kelly said.

The tournament has an Adult Di-
vision and a Junior Division
(younger than 16 years). Trophies as
well as beautiful Snapper Prints do-

nated by Capt. John Lavelle of
Rocky Point are awarded to the 1st,
2nd and 3rd place in each division.
Rod & Reel combinations are
awarded to 1st Place in each divi-
sion thanks to donations by West
Marine in Riverhead and Warren's
Tackle Center in Aquebogue. A Chi-
nese auction style raffle follows the
tournament. Capt. Kelly would also
like to thank all the businesses that
donate raffle prizes for the tourna-
ment. The proceeds of the tourna-
ment are for The Riverhead
Recreation Department's Summer
Scholarship Program. The first 100
registrants receive FREE Tourna-
ment T-shirts so register early.

For more information, call The
Riverhead Recreation Dept. at 727-
5744 or visit them online at
www.adventuresinfishing.com.

Moriches Inlet - August 2008
Day High Low High Low High

Fri 1 1:22 AM   / -0.30 ft 7:29 AM   / 3.22 ft 1:23 PM   / -0.14 ft 7:44 PM   / 3.80 ft

Sat 2 2:10 AM   / -0.37 ft 8:19 AM   / 3.31 ft 2:15 PM   / -0.15 ft 8:32 PM   / 3.71 ft

Fri 1 1:22 AM   / -0.30 ft 7:29 AM   / 3.22 ft 1:23 PM   / -0.14 ft 7:44 PM   / 3.80 ft

Sat 2 2:10 AM   / -0.37 ft 8:19 AM   / 3.31 ft 2:15 PM   / -0.15 ft 8:32 PM   / 3.71 ft

Sun 3 2:55 AM   / -0.37 ft 9:08 AM   / 3.34 ft 3:04 PM   / -0.08 ft 9:19 PM   / 3.55 ft

Mon 4 3:37 AM   / -0.28 ft 9:57 AM   / 3.32 ft 3:50 PM   / 0.04 ft 10:07 PM   / 3.32 ft

Tue 5 4:17 AM   / -0.13 ft 10:46 AM   / 3.26 ft 4:36 PM   / 0.22 ft 10:55 PM   / 3.08 ft

Wed 6 4:57 AM   / 0.07 ft 11:34 AM   / 3.18 ft 5:24 PM   / 0.41 ft 11:43 PM   / 2.84 ft

Thu 7 5:37 AM   / 0.29 ft 12:20 PM   / 3.09 ft 6:16 PM   / 0.59 ft

Fri 8 12:31 AM   / 2.62 ft 6:22 AM   / 0.49 ft 1:07 PM   / 3.00 ft 7:16 PM   / 0.71 ft

Sat 9 1:20 AM   / 2.45 ft 7:16 AM   / 0.64 ft 1:54 PM   / 2.93 ft 8:19 PM   / 0.75 ft

Sun 10 2:13 AM   / 2.34 ft 8:15 AM   / 0.71 ft 2:46 PM   / 2.90 ft 9:18 PM   / 0.70 ft

Mon 11 3:10 AM   / 2.29 ft 9:13 AM   / 0.70 ft 3:42 PM   / 2.92 ft 10:11 PM   / 0.60 ft

Tue 12 4:11 AM   / 2.33 ft 10:07 AM   / 0.63 ft 4:37 PM   / 3.01 ft 10:59 PM   / 0.47 ft

Wed 13 5:08 AM   / 2.44 ft 10:56 AM   / 0.53 ft 5:28 PM   / 3.14 ft 11:44 PM   / 0.33 ft

Thu 14 5:57 AM   / 2.60 ft 11:43 AM   / 0.42 ft 6:13 PM   / 3.27 ft

Fri 15 12:28 AM   / 0.19 ft 6:40 AM   / 2.76 ft 12:29 PM   / 0.31 ft 6:53 PM   / 3.38 ft

Sat 16 1:09 AM   / 0.06 ft 7:18 AM   / 2.91 ft 1:14 PM   / 0.22 ft 7:30 PM   / 3.44 ft

Sun 17 1:48 AM   / -0.04 ft 7:55 AM   / 3.04 ft 1:58 PM   / 0.16 ft 8:06 PM   / 3.43 ft

Mon 18 2:26 AM   / -0.11 ft 8:32 AM   / 3.15 ft 2:40 PM   / 0.12 ft 8:44 PM   / 3.37 ft

Tue 19 3:01 AM   / -0.13 ft 9:09 AM   / 3.24 ft 3:21 PM   / 0.13 ft 9:24 PM   / 3.26 ft

Wed 20 3:36 AM   / -0.10 ft 9:50 AM   / 3.30 ft 4:04 PM   / 0.18 ft 10:09 PM   / 3.12 ft

Thu 21 4:13 AM   / -0.03 ft 10:37 AM   / 3.33 ft 4:50 PM   / 0.27 ft 11:01 PM   / 2.95 ft

Fri 22 4:53 AM   / 0.08 ft 11:28 AM   / 3.33 ft 5:46 PM   / 0.39 ft 11:58 PM   / 2.80 ft

Sat 23 5:43 AM   / 0.23 ft 12:25 PM   / 3.32 ft 6:56 PM   / 0.48 ft

Sun 24 12:59 AM   / 2.68 ft 6:48 AM   / 0.36 ft 1:26 PM   / 3.29 ft 8:13 PM   / 0.48 ft

Mon 25 2:05 AM   / 2.62 ft 8:07 AM   / 0.41 ft 2:32 PM   / 3.29 ft 9:23 PM   / 0.37 ft

Tue 26 3:15 AM   / 2.64 ft 9:19 AM   / 0.35 ft 3:42 PM   / 3.34 ft 10:24 PM   / 0.20 ft

Wed 27 4:25 AM   / 2.77 ft 10:23 AM   / 0.22 ft 4:48 PM   / 3.44 ft 11:19 PM   / 0.03 ft

Thu 28 5:27 AM   / 2.98 ft 11:21 AM   / 0.08 ft 5:47 PM   / 3.57 ft

Fri 29 12:10 AM   / -0.12 ft 6:22 AM   / 3.19 ft 12:15 PM   / -0.03 ft 6:38 PM   / 3.64 ft

Sat 30 12:58 AM   / -0.23 ft 7:10 AM   / 3.37 ft 1:07 PM   / -0.09 ft 7:24 PM   / 3.64 ft

Sun 31 1:43 AM   / -0.27 ft 7:56 AM   / 3.47 ft 1:56 PM   / -0.10 ft 8:08 PM   / 3.56 ft

Annual Riverhead 
Snapper Tournament Scheduled

Some of the anglers fishing in last year's Riverhead Snapper Tournament.
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