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“Sabby the Lingo?” Maritime Language – XXV
by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Captain, Division 18 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

As noted prior, each discipline has a
language and that language conveys
competency to the listener.  This col-
umn is part of a series of maritime
vocabulary words.  So you can sound
like the salty ol’ mariner you are…
We’ll run enough of these to get the
major concepts and phraseology from
Alpha to Zulu in front of you!  

T – Tango
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Meaning:
Keep clear; engaged
in trawling. 
Navy Meaning:
Do not pass ahead
of me. 

• Treenails - In wooden ship construc-
tion, these were cylindrical pins of oak
which were used to secure the planks to
her timbers. Pronounced "trennels". 
• Trestle Trees - Two short pieces of
timber fixed horizontally fore and aft
on each side of the lower masthead of a
square rigged vessel and used to sup-
port the topmast, the lower crosstrees,
and the top. 
• Triatic Stay - A stay leading from one
mast, such as the main mast to another,
such as the mizzen mast. 
• Trice - To haul up by pulling down-
wards on a rope that is led through a
block or sheave. 
• Trice Up - The order or action of
tying up hammocks in the morning,
thus generally applied to putting one's

berth and area into order for the day. 1 
• Trick - A spell of duty connected with
the navigation of a vessel; more partic-
ularly, at the wheel or look-out. 
• Trim - (1) To adjust the sails for best
advantage. (2) Fore and aft balance of a
boat. If either the bow or stern is
depressed, the vessel is said to be down
by the bow or down by the stern. (3) To
trim is to adjust. It does not just apply
to sheets. You can trim the boat or ship
(i.e. improve it’s balance) 
• Trim Tab - An adjustable section of
the rudder that allows the rudder to be
corrected for lee helm or weather helm. 
• Trimaran - A multihulled boat with
three hulls. 
• Trip an Anchor - The act of breaking
out the flukes of an anchor if they are
caught on some obstruction, prevent-
ing it from being normally weighed. 
• Tripline - A line attached to the
crown of an anchor and used to help
free it in the event it becomes fouled. 
• Trolling -  To fish by trailing a baited
line from behind a slowly moving boat. 
• Tropics - The region around the
equator between the Tropic of Cancer
and the Tropic of Capricorn. The trop-
ics are known for their warm weather. 
• Trough - The bottom of a wave, the
valley between the crests. 
• Truck - A cap for the top of the mast. 
• True Course - A course steered by the
compass that has been corrected for
variation and deviation 

• True North Pole - The north end of
the earth's axis and also called North
Geographic Pole. The direction indicat-
ed by 000° (or 360°) on the true compass
rose, it is the direction of the North Pole
from any place on the earth's surface. 
• True Wind - The speed and direction
of the wind felt or measured when sta-
tionary. The motion of a boat will cause
the wind to appear to be coming at a
different direction and speed, which is
known as apparent wind 
• Trunk - The tall, narrow, waterproof
box that houses a vessel's centerboard
and allows it to be retracted into the
ship's hull. 
• Tumble Home - The distance the
ship's side falls in towards the center
line above the load water line. Opposite
of flare. 
• Tuning - The adjustment of the
standing rigging, the sails and the hull
to balance the boat for optimum per-
formance. 
• Turk's Head - [image] - An ornamen-
tal knot to provide a stopper on the end
of a line. 
• Turn - Complete encirclement of a
cleat, bollard, pin or winch by a line.  
• Turn of the Bilge - The point where
the bottom and the sides of a ship join. 
• Turn Up - To fasten a rope securely
by taking turns around a cleat or bol-
lard. 
• Turn To - Get to work. 1 
• Turnbuckle - A threaded, adjustable

fitting, used for stays, lifelines and
sometimes other rigging. It is used to to
maintain correct tension on standing
rigging. Can also be used to pull objects
together. 
• Turning Block - Horizontally mount-
ed block used to re-direct a line on
deck. 
• Turning Mark - A buoy on the race
course around which boats must turn. 
• Turtle - (1) To tip the boat over so that
the boat is upside down with the mast
pointing down to the sea bottom. (2) A
bag in which a spinnaker or other large
sail can be stowed with the lines
attached so that it can be rapidly raised. 
• Turtle Back - The top of a wheel-
house, forecastle, etc., having the form
of a turtle's back. 
• 'tween Decks - The space between
any decks. 
• Twine - Small line used for whipping
other light duties. 
• Typhoon - A strong tropical counter-
clockwise revolving storm the southern
hemisphere. In the northern hemi-
sphere these storms revolve clockwise
and are known as hurricanes. 
More in the weeks ahead…!
BTW, if you are interested in being part
of USCG Forces, email me at
JoinUSCGAux2008@aol.com or go
direct to Lisa Etter, who is in charge of
new members matters, at FSO-
PS@emcg.us and we will help you “get
in this thing…”

Day High/ Tide Height Sunrise/ Moon Time % Moon
Low Time Feet Sunset Visible

Wed.   13     High   5:19 AM     3.0   7:14 AM    Rise  6:09 AM      5
13      Low  11:34 AM    -0.1   4:46 PM     Set  3:19 PM
13     High   5:44 PM     2.5
13      Low  11:35 PM     0.1

Thur.  14     High   6:01 AM     3.1   7:13 AM    Rise  6:50 AM      1
14      Low  12:17 PM    -0.1   4:47 PM     Set  4:19 PM
14     High   6:26 PM     2.6

Fri.   15      Low  12:18 AM    0.0   7:13 AM    Rise  7:24 AM      0
15     High   6:41 AM     3.1   4:48 PM     Set  5:20 PM
15      Low  12:57 PM    -0.2
15     High   7:05 PM     2.6

Sat. 16      Low   1:00 AM     0.0   7:13 AM    Rise  7:52 AM      0
16     High   7:18 AM     3.1   4:49 PM     Set  6:21 PM
16      Low   1:34 PM    -0.2
16     High   7:44 PM     2.6

Sun.  17      Low   1:38 AM     0.1   7:12 AM    Rise  8:17 AM      2
17     High   7:55 AM     3.0   4:50 PM     Set  7:20 PM
17      Low   2:09 PM    -0.1
17     High   8:21 PM     2.6

Mon.   18      Low   2:15 AM     0.1   7:12 AM    Rise  8:40 AM      5
18     High   8:31 AM     2.9   4:52 PM     Set  8:19 PM
18      Low   2:41 PM    -0.1
18     High   8:58 PM     2.5

Tus.  19      Low   2:51 AM     0.2   7:11 AM    Rise  9:02 AM      11
19     High   9:07 AM     2.7   4:53 PM     Set  9:19 PM
19      Low   3:12 PM     0.0
19     High   9:35 PM     2.5

Wed.   20      Low   3:26 AM     0.2   7:10 AM    Rise  9:24 AM      17
20     High   9:44 AM     2.6   4:54 PM     Set 10:19 PM
20      Low   3:42 PM     0.1
20     High  10:12 PM    2.5

Thur.  21      Low   4:04 AM     0.4   7:10 AM    Rise  9:46 AM      25
21     High  10:25 AM     2.5   4:55 PM     Set 11:21 PM
21      Low   4:14 PM     0.1
21     High  10:51 PM     2.6

Fri.   22      Low   4:52 AM     0.5   7:09 AM    Rise 10:12 AM      34
22     High  11:10 AM     2.4   4:56 PM
22      Low   4:54 PM     0.2
22     High  11:37 PM     2.7

Sat.  23      Low   6:00 AM     0.5   7:09 AM     Set 12:26 AM      44
23     High  12:02 PM    2.3   4:57 PM    Rise 10:41 AM
23      Low   5:53 PM     0.2

Tides for Moriches Inlet starting with January 13, 2010Calendar of Events
for January

Wed., Jan. 13 Planetarium Show, “Hubble Vision 2,” Longwood
Middle School, 7 PM. Tickets are $6 per family, $2 for
seniors and students, and $4 for adults. For information
or to register, call 345-2741.

Middle School Sixth-Grade Winter Concert, Longwood
Middle School, 7 PM. The school is located at 41
Yaphank Middle Island Rd., Middle Island.

Mon., Jan. 18 Schools Closed – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.

Tues., Jan. 19 New York Blood Services Blood Drive, hosted by
Longwood Middle School, 9:30 AM – 7:30 PM.
Appointments can be made by calling 345-2741 begin-
ning Jan. 14. Questions about donor eligibility should be
addressed to 1-800-688-0900. General donor eligibility
requirements are: 17 years of age or 16 with written
parental permission, at least 110 lbs., and good health.
The school is located at 41 Yaphank Middle Island Rd.,
Middle Island.

Musician, composer and arranger Joseph T. Lor will be
featured at a concert to benefit the Longwood Music
Parents’ Association, 7 PM at Longwood High School.
This internationally acclaimed musician is known for
his signature sound, “synchronity,” in which he weaves
the sound of the guitar over an orchestrated rock foun-
dation. Tickets are $5 at the door. The school is located
at 100 Longwood Rd., Middle Island.

Thurs., Jan. 28 Board of Education Meeting, 7 PM, Longwood High
School. The school is located at 100 Longwood Rd.,
Middle Island.
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