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Life Jackets Save Lives – Yours!
by VINCENT T. PICA, II

Division Captain, Division 18 (1SR) - United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

For many years, we referred to life-
jackets as “PFD’s” – Personal Flotation
Devices. Jeesh, can the lawyers get
over it? OK, not everyone in a life
jacket survives. Roughly only 15 out of
16… Conversely, if you go in the water
without a life jacket, only one guy
comes out. The other 15 died. Life jack-
ets save lives. This column is about
that.

The Statistics
Boaters end up in the water for a

variety of reasons but the two largest
– capsizes and falls overboard – com-
prise nearly 60% of all fatalities. Let me
rephrase that. A fatality is a death –
let’s not mince words like “PFDs.”
Unless you had your life jacket on
when you went into the “drink”,
you’re not getting it on.  Remember,
for every 16 boaters that go into the
water without a life jacket, only one
comes out. The other 15 died.

But you are experienced. Well, an-
other statistic I’ve seen is this. Boaters
who have over 100 hours of boating
experience – and are 35 or older – and
who have NOT taken a formal boating
safety class – account for over half of
all boating accidents. Oh, they are also
responsible for over half the fatalities –
deaths – too. If you haven’t taken a
boating safety class yet, or haven’t

taken one in a long time, email me
below and I will help you find one in
your neighborhood…

Data courtesy of 2007 National Life
Jacket Wear Study – JSI Research &
Training Institute

And, if you have been smart
enough to take a boating safety class,
remember this. You’re not alone out
there. Take a look at the table.

What to Wear by Who?
USCG regulations require a life

jacket aboard for every boater aboard
unless they are under 13 years old.
Then they have to be on. But didn’t I
make the point above that if you do fall
overboard and you don’t have one on,
it is pretty unlikely you’ll be able to get
into one? Isn’t it too late then? Yes, yes,
yes! So why only have the kids wear
it? And all those kids, seeing dad not
wearing one, are saying to themselves,

“I can’t wait until I’m old enough not
to wear one.” What a lesson you’re
teaching, skipper. I’ll tell you a story
that ought to bring the point home.
One fine day while patrolling
Moriches Bay, we came upon a family
fishing in an open boat. It looked like
there were children aboard and further
we couldn’t see any with life jackets
on. As we approached, I heard the
grandfather say to one of the kids,
“Get down, the Coast Guard is com-
ing!” Unfortunately for grandpa,
sound travels well over the water and
I heard it at the helm. As we came
alongside, I gave the wheel to one of
my crew and walked up to where our
boats were closest together. All I said
to grandpa was, “You ought to be
ashamed of yourself.” We watched,
without another word, as all the chil-
dren put their life-jackets on.

Oh They Are So Bulky! 
Come on, bunky, are you still using

the ones from the Titanic? Modern life

jackets come in many sizes, many col-
ors and are as light as a feather. You
can get them in “camo” mode for
hunting; you can get ones that self-in-
flate if you do fall in; you can get them
in matching colors!

You can even
get children’s styles
that have a loop at
the collar so you
can scoop them up,
one-two-three, if
the tyke falls in!
And don’t forget
one for the old sea
dog – and his pet.

In short, wear
one all the time.
Life jackets save
lives… And the life
you save may be
your own. BTW, if you are interested
in being part of USCG Forces, email
me at JoinUSCGAux2009@aol.com or
go direct to Lisa Etter, who is in charge
of new members matters, at FSO-
PS@emcg.us and we will help you “get
in this thing…”

PASCALE & Friends
story and photos by Joan Travan

February 5: The “Friends of Judy Pas-
cale” hosted the 16th Annual Karaoke
Night, in honor of her accomplishments
as Suffolk County Clerk.

The event held at the Sunset Harbour
in East Patchogue had a few brave souls
belt out a song or two, and although they
were entertaining and kept fairly in tune,
one might suggest they keep their day
job. 

Judy has had years of experience in
the private and public sector that has pre-
pared her for her job as Suffolk County
Clerk. Ms. Pascale was the first woman to
have earned the appointment to the posi-
tion of Suffolk County Clerk by NYS
Governor George Pataki in March 2006 in
the history of the Suffolkk County Clerk’s
Office.

She and her office have received nu-
merous awards and have been acknowl-
edged for creativity in bringing
government closer to the people. 

Suffolk County Legislator Ed Romain
noted, “ Suffolk County Clerk Judy Pas-
cale has made the protection and safe-
keeping of government records her
number one priority and was successful
in securing funding for this purpose.”

Additionally, she said as Suffolk
County Clerk her office has taken the lead
in working with members of the State
Legislature in amending NY State law
that allows County Clerks throughout
New York State to prohibit the use and to
protect the personal information on all

public records in their departments.
With an impressive attendance

by the Suffolk County Municipal
Employees to support the stellar ac-
complishments of Clerk Judy, Ms.
Pascale had this to say about its
hard working president, “Cheryl
Felice is one of the best presidents
AME has ever had – fighting for
what’s right for the county employ-
ees; AME is the backbone of the
county.”

You can contact Suffolk County
Clerk Judith Pascale at 631.852.2000
or her website at countyclerk@suf-
folkcountyny.gov. Judy's friends 

Steve Keegan & Lou Polak AME President Cheryl Felice, Suffolk County Clerk Judith Pascale, Suffolk County Legislator
Edward Romaine 

Bergson & Panico singing their rendition
of "Unchained Melody" 
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